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1 980  Census  Data  Products 

By  David  E.  Silver  and 

Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.S. 

The  essential  need  for  a  national  census  was 
mandated  almost  200  years  ago  in  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  As  provided  by  article  I,  the  first  census 
was  conducted  in  1790.  A  census  has  been  taken 
every  10  years  since  that  time,  and  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Decennial  Census  will  be  conducted  next 
year,  as  of  April  1,  1980.  The  1980  census 
cjuestionnaires  and  their  development  were  the 
subject  of  an  article  in  the  July  1979  issue  of 
Statistical  Reporter.  This  article  deals  with  two 
related  aspects  of  the  census  program;  currently 
planned  1980  census  data  products  and  plans 
for  census  coverage  improvement. 

1 980  Census  Data  Products 

The  payoff  of  any  census  is  the  release  of 
timely  and  useful  data  products.  This  is  the  ul¬ 
timate  goal  of  the  years  of  census  planning  and 
testing  and  the  coming  enumeration  of  over  86 
million  households.  First  priority  in  the  proc¬ 
essing  of  census  results  will  be  given  to  official 
population  counts  needed  for  apportionment 
and  legislative  redistricting.  Provisions  of  title 
13  of  the  U.S.  Code  require  that  by  January  1, 
1981,  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  transmit  to  the 
President  the  official  State  totals  and  the  new 
apportionment  of  representatives  among  the 
several  States,  and  Public  Law  94-171  requires 
that  a  special  set  of  population  summaries  de¬ 
signed  for  use  by  States  for  reapportionment/ 
redistricting  purposes  shall  be  issued  by  April  1, 
1981  (see  below:  Special  Population  Summary  Pre¬ 
pared  in  Accordance  with  Public  Law  94-171). 

The  first  population  and  housing  data  to  be 
issued  from  the  census  will  be  preliminary 
counts  tabulated  in  the  409  temporary  census 
field  offices,  fhese  will  be  released  locally  and 
later  published  in  the  Preliminary  Population  and 
Housing  Unit  Counts,  PHC(P)  reports.  Then 
starting  around  November  1980,  the  PHC(V) 
series  of  advance  reports.  Final  Population  and 
Housing  Units  Counts,  and  Summary  Tape  File  1 
will  start  to  become  available.  Shortly  thereafter, 
final  data  will  be  issued  in  the  PC(1)-A  reports. 
Number  of  Inhabitants.  After  the  release  of  basic 
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and  Coverage  Improvement 

Lucille  D.  Catterton 

Department  of  Commerce 

population  and  housing  counts,  the  Census 
Bureau’s  efforts  will  turn  to  the  tabulation  of 
100-percent  characteristics,  for  example,  age, 
race,  sex,  Spanish/Hispanic  origin,  tenure, 
value,  and  so  forth.  Subsequently  tbe  Census 
Bureau  will  begin  the  processing  and  tabulation 
of  sample  data.  These  products  will  be  released 
on  a  State-by-State  basis  with  data  for  some 
States  being  issued  prior  to  others  depending  on 
when  the  work  for  any  given  State  is  completed. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summation  of  the 
1980  census  printed  reports  and  public-use 
computer  tapes.  Tentative  release  dates  have 
been  provided.  These  are  target  dates  and  are 
subject  to  change  if  unforeseen  delays  arise  in 
the  census  operation.  Revisions  in  the  content 
and  timing  of  the  program  outlined  below  will 
be  issued  as  necessary  in  a  leaflet  entitled  “1980 
Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  Tentative 
Publication  and  Computer  Tape  Program.”  In¬ 
quiries  concerning  any  phase  of  the  data  dis¬ 
semination  program  of  the  1980  census  may  be 
addressed  to  tbe  Chief,  Data  User  Services  Divi¬ 
sion,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington,  D.C. 
20233. 

Printed  Report  Series 

As  in  the  1970  census,  the  printed  publica¬ 
tions  program  for  1980  will  provide  three  types 
of  reports:  joint  population  and  housing  census 
(PHC)  reports;  population  census  (PC)  reports; 
and  housing  census  (HC)  reports.  It  should  be 
noted  that  a  number  of  population  census  re¬ 
ports  also  contain  some  housing  data  and  that  a 
number  of  housing  census  reports  contain  some 
population  data.  All  1980  census  printed  re¬ 
ports  will  also  be  available  on  microfiche,  and 
several  proposals  regarding  microform  presen¬ 
tation  of  additional  data  are  currently  being 
considered  by  the  Census  Bureau. 

For  the  most  part,  the  1980  reports  will 
parallel  the  1970  reports  in  content  and  scope. 
Some  of  the  changes  made  since  1970  include: 
provisions  of  more  data  tabulated  by  race, 
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Spanish/Hispanic  origin,  and  ancestry;  consoli¬ 
dation  of  the  population  and  housing  prelimi¬ 
nary  reports  into  one  series  for  1980;  consoli¬ 
dation  of  the  population  and  housing  advance 
reports  into  one  report  series;  redesignation  of 
some  report  series,  such  as  the  block  reports 
which  were  designated  HC(3)  in  1970,  but  now 
are  listed  as  PHC(l);  addition  of  a  new  report 
series,  PHC(3),  Summary  Characteristics  for  Gov¬ 
ernmental  Units;  and  deletion  of  the  1970  hous¬ 
ing  report.  Volume  VI,  Estimates  of  “Substand¬ 
ard’  Housing. 

The  geographic  areas  presented  in  the 
printed  reports  will  be  comparable  to  those 
shown  in  the  1970  census  with  some  elabora¬ 
tion.  For  example,  tbe  1980  reports  will  provide 
data  for  Alaskan  Native  villages  which  were  not 
provided  in  1970,  and  more  data  will  be  shown 


for  American  Indian  reservations.  Additionally, 
more  data  will  be  shown  for  “towns”  in  New 
York  and  Wisconsin  and  for  “townships”  in 
Michigan,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  similar 
to  the  statistical  detail  shown  for  cities, 
boroughs,  and  villages  of  the  same  population 
size.  1  his  type  of  treatment  was  accorded  to 
“towns”  in  the  six  New  England  States  during 
the  1970  census,  as  it  will  be  again  for  the  1980 
census.  Also  of  note  is  the  fact  that  the  block 
statistics  program  bas  been  expanded  for  1980. 
Data  will  be  presented  for  blocks  not  only  in  ur¬ 
banized  areas,  as  was  done  in  the  1970  reports, 
but  also  for  places  of  10,000  or  more  inhabitants 
outside  of  urbanized  areas.  In  addition,  a 
number  of  communities  with  populations  of  less 
than  10,000  have  contracted  for  the  publication 
of  block  statistics. 


JOINT  POPULA HON  ANT)  HOUSING  CENSUS  REPOR  I  S 

Preliminary  Reports 


Series  PHC(P) 
Tentative  Release: 
Aug.-Oct.  1980 


Series  PHC(V) 
Tentative  Release: 
Nov.  1980- 
Feb.  1981 


Series  PHC(l) 
Tentative  Release: 
Jan. -July  1981 


Preliminary  Population  and  Housing  Unit  Counts.  One  series  will  be  is¬ 
sued  based  on  preliminary  population  and  housing  unit  counts  as 
compiled  in  the  census  field  offices.  Fhese  figures  will  be  super¬ 
seded  by  those  in  the  advance  and  final  reports.  One  report  for  each 
State,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Puerto  Rico  and  other  outlying 
areas,  showing  preliminary  population  and  housing  unit  counts  for 
the  State,  counties,  county  subdivisions,  incorporated  places.  Stand¬ 
ard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  (SMSA’s),  as  designated  prior  to 
the  census,  and  congressional  districts.  Fhe  series  will  include  a  U.S. 
summary  report. 


Advance  Reports 


Final  Population  and  Housing  Unit  Counts.  One  series  will  be  issued 
presenting  final  population  and  housing  unit  counts  prior  to  their 
publication  in  final  reports.  I  his  series  will  have  a  report  for  each 
State,  the  District  of  Columbia,  Puerto  Rico  and  other  outlying 
areas,  and  a  U.S.  summary  report.  Official  population  and  housing 
unit  counts  will  be  presented  for  the  State,  counties,  county  subdivi¬ 
sions,  incorporated  places,  census  designated  places,  SMSA’s,  and 
congressional  districts. 


Final  Reports 


Block  Statistics.  One  report  for  each  SMSA  will  show  data  for  indi¬ 
vidual  blocks  on  selected  lOO-percent  housing  and  population  sub¬ 
jects.  The  series  will  also  include  a  report  for  each  State  presenting 
block  statistics  for  cities  of  10,000  or  more  outside  SMSA’s  and  for 
tbe  communites  outside  SMSA’s  which  have  contracted  with  the 
Census  Bureau  to  obtain  block  statistics  from  the  1980  census.  This 
series  was  designated  HC(3)  in  the  1970  census. 
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Series  PHC(2) 
Tentative  Release: 
Sept.  1981- 
April  1982 


Census  Tracts.  One  report  for  each  SMSA  and  a  report  for  the  tracted 
balance  of  each  State  will  show  data  for  most  of  the  population  and 
housing  subjects  included  in  the  1980  census.  Some  of  the  tables  will 
be  based  on  100-percent  tabulations  and  others  on  sample  tabula¬ 
tions.  I'he  100-percent  tables  will  be  made  available  at  tbe  cost  of 
reproduction  as  they  are  prepared — typically  6  months  or  more  ear¬ 
lier  than  the  full  report.  Statistics  w'ill  be  presented  in  these  reports 
by  census  tract  for  SMSA’s,  central  cities,  and  places  of  10,000  or 
more  inhabitants.  I  bis  series  was  designated  PHC(l)  in  tbe  1970 


Series  PHC(3) 
Tentative  Release: 
Sept.  1981- 
April  1982 


Summary  Characteristics  for  Governmental  Units.  One  report  for  each 
State  will  show  selected  population  and  housing  data  for  functioning 
general-purpose  governments.  Some  tables  will  be  based  on  the 
100-percent  tabulations,  others  on  the  same  tabulations.  This  is  a 
new  report  series. 


POPULATION  CENSUS  REPORTS 


Final  Reports 


Volume  I 
Series  PC(1) 
Tentative  Release: 
1982 


Series  PC(1)-A 
Tentative  Release: 
Dec.  1980- 
April  1981 

Series  PC(1)-B 
Tentative  Release: 
Feb. -Aug.  1981 


Series  PC(1)-C 
Tentative  Release: 
Sept.  1981- 
April  1982 


Series  PC(1)-D 
Tentative  Release: 
Dec.  1981- 
Sept.  1982 


Volume  II 
Series  PC(2) 
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Characteristics  of  the  Population.  This  volume  will  consist  of  separate 
reports  for  the  United  States,  each  of  the  50  States,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam,  Virgin  Islands,  American  Samoa,  and 
the  Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands.  For  each  of  these  57  areas, 
the  data  will  first  be  issued  in  four  separate  paper-bound  chapters 
designated  as  A,  B,  C,  and  D  (see  below:  PC(1)-A,  B,  C,  and  D).  The 
four  chapters  will  then  be  assembled  and  issued  in  hard-cover  edi¬ 
tions,  parts  1-57.  The  57  chapter  A’s  will  be  assembled  and  issued 
(in  mid-1981)  in  hard  cover  as  Volume  I,  Part  A. 

Number  of  Inhabitants.  Final  official  population  counts  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  for  States,  counties,  standard  consolidated  statistical  areas 
(SCSA’s),  SMSA’s,  urbanized  areas,  county  subdivisions,  incorpo¬ 
rated  places  (including  towns/townships  in  selected  States),  and  cen¬ 
sus  designated  places. 

General  Population  Characteristics.  Statistics  on  age,  sex,  race, 
Spanish/Hispanic  origin,  marital  status,  and  household  relationship 
will  be  presented  for  States,  counties,  SCSA’s,  SMSA’s,  urbanized 
areas,  county  subdivisions,  places  of  1,000  or  more  inhabitants  (in¬ 
cluding  towns/townships  in  selected  States),  American  Indian  reser¬ 
vations,  and  Alaskan  Native  villages. 

General  Social  and  Economic  Characteristics.  These  reports  will  focus  on 
the  population  subjects  collected  on  a  sample  basis.  Each  subject  will 
be  shown  for  some  or  all  of  the  following  areas:  States,  counties, 
SCSA’s,  SMSA’s,  urbanized  areas,  places  of  2,500  or  more  inhabit¬ 
ants  (including  towns/townsbips  in  selected  States),  American  Indian 
reservations,  and  Alaskan  Native  villages. 

Detailed  Population  Characteristics.  These  reports  will  cover  most  of 
the  population  subjects  collected  on  a  sample  basis  presenting  the 
data  in  considerable  detail  cross-classified  by  age,  race,  Spanish/ 
Hispanic  origin,  and  other  characteristics.  Most  subjects  will  be 
shown  for  States,  SCSA’s,  and  large  SMSA’s;  some  subjects  will  also 
be  show'n  for  large  cities. 

Subject  Reports.  Each  report  in  this  volume  will  concentrate  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  subject.  Detailed  sample  information  and  cross-relationsbips 


Tentative  Release: 
1982 


Volume  I 
Series  HC(1) 
Tentative  Release: 
1982 


Series  HC(1)-A 
Tentative  Release: 
Feb. -Aug.  1981 


Series  HC(1)-B 
Tentative  Release: 
Sept.  1981- 
April  1982 


Volume  II 
Series  HC(2) 
Tentative  Release: 
Dec.  1981- 
Sept.  1982 

Volume  III 
Series  HC(3) 
Tentative  Release: 
1982 


Volume  IV 
Series  HC(4) 
Tentative  Release: 
1982 

Volume  V 
Series  HC(5) 
Tentative  Release: 
1982 


generally  will  be  provided  on  a  national  and/or  regional  level;  in  a 
few  reports,  data  for  States,  large  cities,  SCSA’s,  SMSA’s,  or  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  reservations  will  also  be  shown.  Among  the  characteris¬ 
tics  to  be  covered  are  national  origin,  race,  Spanish/Hispanic  origin, 
type  of  residence,  fertility,  families,  marital  status,  migration,  edu¬ 
cation,  employment,  occupation,  industry,  income,  and  poverty 
status. 


HOUSING  CENSUS  REPORTS 

Final  Reports 


Characteristics  of  Housing  Units.  This  volume  will  consist  of  separate 
reports  for  the  United  States,  each  of  the  50  States,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam,  Virgin  Islands,  American  Samoa,  and 
the  Trust  Territory  of  the  Pacific  Islands.  For  each  of  these  57  areas, 
the  data  will  first  be  issued  in  tw'o  separate  paper-bound  chapters, 
designated  as  A  and  B  (see  below:  HC(1)-A  and  B).  The  two  chap¬ 
ters  will  then  be  assembled  and  issued  in  hard-cover  editions,  parts 
1-57. 

General  Housing  Characteristics.  Statistics  on  100-percent  housing 
subjects  will  be  presented  for  States,  counties,  SCSA’s,  SMSA’s,  ur¬ 
banized  areas,  county  subdivisions,  places  of  1,000  or  more  inhabit¬ 
ants  (including  towns/townships  in  selected  States),  American  Indian 
reservations,  and  Alaskan  Native  villages. 

Detailed  Housing  Characteristics.  These  reports  will  focus  on  the 
housing  subjects  collected  on  a  sample  basis.  Data  will  be  show'n  for 
some  or  all  of  the  following  areas:  States,  counties,  SCSA’s,  SMSA’s, 
urbanized  areas,  places  of  2,500  or  more  inhabitants  (including 
towns/townships  in  selected  States),  American  Indian  reservations, 
and  Alaskan  Native  villages. 

Metropolitan  Housing  Characteristics.  These  reports  will  cover  most  of 
the  1980  census  housing  subjects  in  considerable  detail  and  cross¬ 
classification.  There  will  be  one  report  for  each  SMSA,  presenting 
data  for  the  SMSA  and  its  component  large  cities,  as  well  as  a  State 
report. 

Subject  Reports.  Each  report  in  this  volume  will  concentrate  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  subject.  Detailed  information  and  cross-classification  will 
generally  be  provided  on  a  national  and/or  regional  level.  Among 
the  subjects  under  consideration  are  housing  characteristics  by 
household  composition,  housing  of  senior  citizens,  space  utilization 
and  structural  characteristics  of  the  housing  inventory,  mover 
households,  mobile  homes,  housing  of  selected  racial  groups,  and  so 
forth. 

Components  of  Inventory  Change.  A  series  of  reports  for  the  United 
States  will  be  based  on  a  sample  survey  to  be  conducted  in  the  fall  of 
1980.  Subject  content  will  be  similar  to  that  of  1970  Housing  Census 
Volume  IV. 

Residential  Finance.  A  national  report  will  be  based  on  a  sample  sur¬ 
vey  to  be  conducted  in  the  fall  of  1980.  Subject  content  will  be  simi¬ 
lar  to  that  of  1970  Housing  Census  Volume  V. 
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Computer  Tapes 

The  major  portion  of  the  results  of  the  1980 
census  will  be  provided  in  a  set  of  five  summary 
tape  files  (STF’s)  or  tabulation  counts.  These 
S IT’s  will  yield  the  statistics  to  be  presented  in 
the  above-mentioned  advance  reports  and  final 
reports.  As  with  the  1970  census  public-use 
summary  tape  files  or  “counts,”  the  1980  SlT’s 
are  being  designed  to  provide  data  with  greater 
subject  and  geographic  detail  than  is  feasible  or 
desirable  to  publish  in  printed  reports.  Sum¬ 
mary  records  will  be  provided  for  a  number  of 
geographic  areas;  in  some  cases,  geographic 
codes  will  be  provided  for  additional  areas 
which  will  allow  user  aggregation  of  smaller 
units  of  geography  into  larger  ones  where 
summary  records  are  not  provided  per  se.  For 
example  in  S'FF  1,  summary  records  are  not 
planned  for  SMSA’s  but  the  data  for  smaller 
units  such  as  tracts  or  counties  could  be  aggre¬ 
gated  into  SMSA’s.  The  data  on  S  FF’s  will  be 
available — subject  to  the  suppression  of  certain 
detail  where  necessary  to  protect 
confidentiality — on  magnetic  computer  tape  at 
the  cost  of  preparing  the  copy.  Substantial  parts 
of  the  data  on  the  STF’s  will  also  become  avail¬ 
able  on  microfiche;  the  extent  of  the  microfiche 
program  for  S  IT’s  will  be  determined  at  a  later 
date. 

The  STF  1  and  STF  2  will  be  produced  from 


the  data  collected  on  a  100-percent  basis  in  the 
census.  STF  1  basically  represents  a  consolida¬ 
tion  of  the  1970  Census  First  Count  and  Third 
Count  Summary  Tapes;  the  minimum  geo¬ 
graphic  levels  on  the  1970  First  Count  and 
Third  Count  were  enumeration  districts/block 
groups  (ED’s/BG’s)  and  blocks  respectively.  STF 
2  corresponds  to  the  1970  Census  Second 
Count,  although  for  1980  increased  emphasis  is 
being  given  to  summaries  presented  by  race  and 
Spanish/Hispanic  origin. 

The  STF  3,  STF  4,  and  STF  5  will  be  tabu¬ 
lated  from  data  collected  on  a  sample  basis  in 
the  census  and  will  also  generally  include  sam¬ 
ple  data  on  the  “  100-percent”  items  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  cross-classification.  STF  3  corresponds 
to  the  1970  Census  Fifth  Count  which  provided 
tabulations  by  (ED’s/BG’s)  and  Zip  Code  areas. 
STE  4  corresponds  to  the  1970  Census  Fourth 
Count,  and  STF  5  will  be  similar  to  the  1970 
Census  Sixth  Count. 

All  of  the  STF’s  will  be  arranged  on  the  tapes 
so  that  individual  States  can  be  readily  pur¬ 
chased.  In  addition  to  the  STF’s  described 
below,  other  1980  census  computer  tape  files, 
such  as  the  Master  Area  Reference  File,  are  also 
described.  Once  again,  please  note  that  the  re¬ 
lease  dates  and  the  geographic  areas  for  the 
1980  Summary  Tape  Files  are  in  some  cases 
tentative  and  subject  to  change. 


Tentative  Release: 
Nov.  1980- 
July  1981 


Fentative  Release: 
Jan. -Aug.  1981 


Tentative  Release: 
Sept.  1981- 
April  1982 

August  1979 


SUMMARY  TAPE  FILES 

STF  1.  When  finalized,  it  will  provide  100-percent  population  and 
housing  counts  and  limited  characteristics  data.  Geographic  areas 
that  will  be  shown  in  summary  records  or  which  can  be  aggregated 
from  smaller  units  include:  Blocks  in  blocked  areas,  BG’s  in  blocked 
areas  or  ED’s,  census  tracts,  American  Indian  reservations,  Alaskan 
Native  villages,  congressional  districts,  places  (including  towns/ 
townships  in  selected  States),  county  subdivisions,  counties,  SMSA’s, 
SCSA’s,  urbanized  areas,  and  States. 

—Source  of  the  PHC(V),  PHC(l),  a  part  of  the  PHC(3),  and 
PC(1)-A  reports. 

STF  2.  Currently  in  the  design  stage,  it  is  planned  to  provide  100- 
percent  population  and  housing  characteristics  data.  Geographic 
areas  that  will  be  shown  in  summary  records  or  which  can  be  aggre¬ 
gated  from  smaller  units  include:  census  tracts,  American  Indian 
reservations,  Alaskan  Native  villages,  places  of  1,000  or  more  in¬ 
habitants  (including  towns/townships  in  selected  States),  county  sub¬ 
divisions,  counties,  SMSA’s,  SCSA’s,  urbanized  areas,  and  States. 
—Source  of  the  PC(1)-B,  HC(1)-A,  and  a  part  of  the  PHC(2)  re¬ 
ports. 

STF  3.  Currently  in  the  planning  stage,  it  is  planned  to  provide  sam¬ 
ple  population  and  housing  characteristics  data.  Geographic  areas 
that  will  be  shown  in  summary  records  or  which  can  be  aggregated 
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Tentative  Release: 
Sept.  1981  - 
April  1982 


t  entative  Release: 
April  1982  - 
Sept.  1982 


Tentative  Release: 
Nov.  1980  - 
April  1,  1981 


I'entative  Release: 
Nov.  1980  - 
April  1981 


Release: 

Currently 

Available 


I'entative  Release: 
May-Aug.  1982 


from  smaller  units  include:  ED’s/BG’s,  census  tracts,  county  subdivi¬ 
sions,  places  (including  towns/townships  in  selected  States),  counties, 
SMSA’s,  SCSA’s,  urbanized  areas.  States,  and  5-digit  ZIP  code  areas. 
— Source  of  a  part  of  the  PHC(3)  report. 

STF  4.  Currently  in  the  planning  stage,  it  is  planned  to  provide  de¬ 
tailed  sample  population  and  housing  characteristics  data.  Geo¬ 
graphic  areas  that  will  be  shown  in  summary  records  or  which  can  be 
aggregated  from  smaller  units  include:  census  tracts,  American  In¬ 
dian  reservations,  Alaskan  Native  villages,  places  of  2,500  or  more 
inhabitants  (including  towns/townships  in  selected  States),  county 
subdivisions,  counties,  SMSA’s,  SCSA’s,  urbanized  areas,  and  States. 
— Source  of  the  PC(1)-C,  HC(1)-B,  and  a  part  of  the  PHC(2)  reports. 

STF  5.  Currently  in  the  planning  stage,  planned  to  provide  detailed 
sample  tabulations  and  cross-classifications  of  population  and  hous¬ 
ing  data.  Geographic  areas  that  will  be  shown  in  summary  records  or 
which  can  be  aggregated  from  smaller  units  include:  States,  SMSA’s 
and  large  cities  and  counties. 

— Source  of  the  PC(1)-D  and  HC(2)  reports. 

OTHER  1980  CENSUS  COMPUTER  l  APE  PILES 

Special  Population  Summary  Prepared  in  Accordance  with  Public  Law 
94-171.  It  contains  counts  for  total  population,  major  race  groups, 
and  persons  of  Spanish/Hispanic  origin.  Data  will  be  provided  for 
blocks,  ED’s/BG’s,  census  tracts,  precincts  (where  applicable), 
places,  county  subdivisions,  counties,  and  States. 

—  Used  for  legislative  reapportionment/redistricting  purposes. 

Master  Area  Reference  File  (MARF).  Currently  in  the  design  stage, 
the  MARE  will  contain  population  and  housing  counts  drawn  from 
STE  1  and  additional  land  area  geographic  coordinate  information. 
The  file  will  include  ED’s/BG’s  and  selected  larger  geographic 
areas. 

GBFIDIME  Files.  These  are  computerized  versions  of  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Map  Series.  I  hese  generally  cover  the  urbanized  portions 
of  SMSA’s. 

—  Used  to  assign  census  geographic  codes  to  addresses  (geocod¬ 
ing). 

Public-Use  Microdata  Samples.  Currently  in  the  planning  stage,  this 
file  will  have  samples  of  census  records  containing  questionnaire 
responses  for  a  statistically  selected  sample  of  households.  No 
names  or  addresses  will  appear  in  the  sample,  and  the  geographic 
areas  identified  will  be  sufficiently  large  to  avoid  disclosure. 


1980  Census  Coverage  Improvement* 

Despite  the  Census  Bureau’s  best  efforts, 
demographic  and  other  estimates  indicate  that  a 
fraction  of  the  population  is  missed  during 
enumeration  in  decennial  censuses.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  in  1950,  3.3  percent  of  the  popula- 


*This  section  was  drawn  mainly  from  a  detailed  document 
titled  “Plans  for  Coverage  Improvement  in  the  1980  Cen¬ 
sus”  prepared  by  Mr.  Peter  Bounpane  and  Mr.  Clifton 
Jordan  of  the  Census  Bureau  for  the  August  1978  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Statistical  Association. 


tion  was  not  enumerated.  Eor  the  1960  census, 
the  estimated  undercount  was  2.7  percent,  and 
in  1970,  it  was  an  estimated  2.5  percent. 

Though  this  level  of  undercoverage  is 
troublesome,  it  might  be  only  the  subject  of 
scholarly  concern  if  coverage  losses  occurred 
randomly  and  were  distributed  equally.  Evalua¬ 
tions  of  the  undercoverage,  however,  indicate 
that  past  undercounts  varied  both  by  population 
group  and  geographic  area.  Some  data  from  the 
1970  Decennial  Census  illustrate  this  point  (see 
Table  1). 
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TABLE  1.  ESTIMATES  OF  PERCENT  OF  NET  UNDERCOUNT  OF  THE  POPULATION  BY  SEX,  RACE,  AND 
SELECTED  BROAD  AGE  GROUPS:  1970  CENSUS 


All  races 


Age 

Male 

Female 

All  Ages 

3.3 

1.8 

20  to  24  years 

3.3 

1.4 

25  to  34  years 

5.7 

2.8 

35  to  44  years 

5.3 

0.9 

Reduction  of  the  differential  in  coverage  is 
important  for  many  reasons.  The  primary  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  census  is  to  provide  population 
counts  for  apportionment  of  the  seats  in  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  Differential 
coverage  errors  could  lead  to  an  inequitable 
determination  of  representatives  by  State.  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  decennial  census  is  a  prime  source  of 
small-area  data;  thus,  coverage  differentials  can 
be  quite  important  when  considering  data  for 
small  geographic  areas.  Finally,  there  is  in¬ 
creasing  use  of  census  data  to  allocate  Federal 
funds  to  local  governments.  Differential  cover¬ 
age  could  have  a  significant  effect  on  such  allo¬ 
cations.  Hence,  the  goal  of  coverage  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  1980  census  is  to  improve  the 
census-taking  process  in  order  to  attain  a  rela¬ 
tively  low  overall  undercoverage  rate  and  to 
take  steps  to  reduce  the  coverage  differential. 

There  are  two  main  approaches  the  Census 
Bureau  is  using  to  attempt  to  achieve  these 
goals.  The  first  entails  special  publicity  efforts 
to  make  people  more  aware  of  the  census,  ex¬ 
plain  the  uses  of  census  data  in  order  to  encour¬ 
age  cooperation,  and  to  promote  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  confidential  nature  of  their  re¬ 
sponse.  This  program  has  special  emphasis  for 
minority  groups.  These  attempts  are  extremely 
important  since  the  1980  census  will  be  largely 
self-reporting.  The  second  approach  is  to  de¬ 
velop  and  improve  the  census  taking  procedures 
to  reduce  the  possibility  of  people  being  missed. 

Publicity  Efforts.  —  In  support  of  the  census, 
the  Census  Bureau  is  mounting  the  largest  pub¬ 
lic  relations  and  advertising  campaign  in  the 
Bureau’s  history.  The  objectives  of  the  program 
are  to  reach  the  entire  population  with  a  series 
of  persuasive  and  timely  messages  aimed  at 
motivating  the  population  toward  full  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  census.  The  mainstay  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  a  nationwide  public  information  pro¬ 
gram  managed  out  of  Bureau  headquarters  in 
Washington,  with  the  assistance  of  information 
specialists  working  out  of  the  Bureau’s  12  re¬ 
gional  offices  across  the  country.  This  program 
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White 

Black 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

2.5 

1.4 

9.9 

5.5 

2.5 

1.1 

12.1 

5.2 

4.3 

2.4 

18.5 

6.7 

3.6 

0.5 

17.7 

4.0 

will  seek  the  assistance  of  all  national  and  many 
local  media,  including  television,  radio  newspa¬ 
pers,  magazines,  and  so  forth,  and  it  will  include 
additional  activities  such  as  the  door-to-door 
distribution  by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  more  than  30 
million  brochures.  Another  major  part  of  the 
Bureau’s  publicity  program  will  be  national  ad¬ 
vertising  through  the  Advertising  Council. 
Other  facets  of  the  program  include  approaches 
to  3,000  national  organizations  and  special 
grass-roots  activities  at  local  levels. 

The  Census  Bureau  is  also  taking  special  steps 
oriented  toward  improving  coverage  of  minority 
peoples.  Three  major  program  areas  include 
the  Advisory  Committee  Program,  the  National 
Services  Program,  and  the  Community  Services 
Program.  The  emphasis  of  these  programs  is  on 
contact  with  the  Black  population,  the 
Spanish/Hispanic  origin  population,  and  other 
minority  and  ethnic  groups.  The  objectives  of 
the  Minority  Statistics  Program  are  to  inform 
members  of  minority  populations  of  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  statistics  provided  by  the  Census  Bureau, 
to  assist  them  in  the  use  of  such  statistics,  and  to 
obtain  their  recommendations  and  support  to¬ 
ward  improving  coverage  and  the  quality  of 
data  in  the  1980  census. 

The  Minority  Advisory  Committee  Program 
has  contributed  to  the  overall  purppses  of  the 
Minority  Statistics  Program  by  providing  or¬ 
ganized  and  continuing  channels  of  communi¬ 
cation  between  members  of  the  minority  popu¬ 
lations  and  the  Census  Bureau.  Three  commit¬ 
tees  of  21  members  each  have  been  established: 
The  Census  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Black 
Population  for  the  1980  Census;  the  Census 
Advisory  Committee  on  the  Spanish  Origin 
Population  for  the  1980  Census;  and  the  Census 
Advisory  Committee  on  the  Asian  and  Pacific 
Americans  Population  for  the  1980  Census. 
Members  have  been  drawn  from  a  broad  spec¬ 
trum  of  community  leaders,  scholars,  elected 
public  officials,  marketing  and  media  experts, 
and  clergy. 
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Advisory  committee  members  provided  advice 
during  the  planning  of  the  1980  Census  of 
Population  and  Housing  on  such  matters  as  im¬ 
proving  the  accuracy  of  the  population  count 
and  developing  definitions  and  terminology  for 
improved  identification  and  classification  of 
minority  group  members,  d'he  committees  have 
aided  the  census  by  recommending  subject 
content  and  tabulations  of  special  use  to  the 
minority  populations,  suggesting  areas  of  re¬ 
search,  and  generally  maximizing  the  usefulness 
of  the  census  product  to  minority  groups.  I'hese 
committees  are  also  helping  the  Bureau  to  de¬ 
velop  working  relationships  with  minority  or¬ 
ganizations. 


leaders  and  representatives  of  institutions  that 
have  influence  with  persons  who,  under  ordi¬ 
nary  circumstances,  might  not  be  enumerated  in 
the  census.  The  program  seeks  to  obtain  the 
trust  and  active  cooperation  of  such  groups  and 
individuals  and  to  convince  them  of  the  confi¬ 
dentiality  of  information  furnished  to  the  cen¬ 
sus.  Community  Services  Specialists  also  attempt 
to  make  these  groups  and  individuals  aware  of 
the  advantages  of  being  included  in  the  census, 
to  inform  them  of  the  existence  of  useful  Cen¬ 
sus  Bureau  data  available  to  them,  to  obtain 
recommendations  for  improving  the  coverage 
and  quality  of  the  census,  and  to  encourage 
them  to  apply  for  employment  during  the  cen¬ 
sus. 


A  second  part  of  the  Minority  Statistics  Pro¬ 
gram,  the  National  Services  Program,  is  aimed 
at  developing  and  maintaining  channels  of 
communication  with  members  of  the  minority 
populations  through  contacts  with  minority  or¬ 
ganizations  at  their  national  conventions.  In  this 
program.  Bureau  representatives  attend,  and  to 
the  extent  possible,  participate  in  conventions 
and  meetings  of  selected  minority  national  or¬ 
ganizations.  Participation  may  be  as  speakers  at 
general  meetings,  session  or  workshop  panel 
members,  or  as  resource  persons.  The  types  of 
organizations  covered  include  civil  rights,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  welfare  rights,  religious,  media,  pro¬ 
fessional,  and  business  groups.  At  the  time  of 
this  writing,  representatives  of  the  Census 
Bureau  had  attended  approximately  250  con¬ 
ventions  in  the  last  few  years,  and  over  150  con¬ 
ventions  are  scheduled  for  the  remainder  of  this 
year. 

rhrough  attendance  at  these  conferences  and 
with  the  resulting  “face-to-face”  contact,  pre¬ 
liminary  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
mutual  cooperation  regarding  the  1980  census. 
These  arrangements  have  been  made  not  only 
with  national  and  local  representatives  of  the 
organizations,  but  also  with  media  representa¬ 
tives.  Contacts  made  with  local  representatives 
are  referred  to  the  Community  Services  Pro¬ 
gram  for  followup  contacts  and  other  action. 


The  Community  Services  Program,  also  a  part 
of  the  Minority  Statistics  Program,  focuses  on 
developing  and  maintaining  channels  of  two- 
way  communications  with  minority  groups  and 
individuals  at  regional.  State,  and  local  levels. 
The  Community  Services  Specialists,  locally 
hired  Bureau  employees,  have  contacted  local 
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Coverage  Improvement  Procedures. — There  are 
different  ways  that  people  can  be  missed  in  a 
census.  An  entire  housing  unit  (and  all  of  its  oc¬ 
cupants)  can  be  missed,  or  the  living  unit  can  be 
enumerated  but  some  of  its  occupants  missed 
either  through  lack  of  understanding  about  who 
should  be  enumerated  or  through  unwillingness 
to  be  enumerated.  It  is  hoped  that  the  special 
publicity  efforts  will  reduce  the  amount  of  un¬ 
willingness  to  be  enumerated.  I'he  coverage  im¬ 
provement  procedures  are  generally  aimed  at 
the  other  two  problems. 


About  90  percent  of  the  population  in  1980 
will  be  enumerated  by  the  mailout/mailback 
systems.  In  mail  census  areas,  the  initial  mailing 
list  is  produced  by  one  of  two  methods.  In  large 
urban  areas,  mailing  addresses  are  purchased 
from  commercial  mailing  firms.  These  ad¬ 
dresses  are  on  computer  tape  and  are  usually 
referred  to  collectively  as  the  Tape  Address  Re¬ 
gister  (TAR).  In  the  balance  of  the  mail  area, 
census  enumerators  prepare  the  address  list  by 
canvassing  each  housing  unit  in  the  area  and 
recording  a  mailing  address.  This  operation  is 
called  the  Prelist.  The  increase  in  the  mail  cen¬ 
sus  and  expanded  use  of  commercial  mailing 
lists  as  the  first  step  in  creating  a  list  of  ad¬ 
dresses  may  in  themselves  lead  to  better  cover¬ 
age.  As  seen  in  Table  2  (wTich  shows  housing 
unit  missed  rates  in  the  1970  census  by  type  of 
census  procedure),  differential  undercoverage 
rates  are  a  function  of  both  the  census  proce¬ 
dure  and  the  type  of  land  area  being  enumer¬ 
ated.  If  these  underlying  causes  remain  the 
same  from  1970  to  1980,  and  it  seems  reason¬ 
able  to  assume  that  they  will,  then  the  increase 
in  the  mail  procedure  and  TAR  should  yield 
some  degree  of  coverage  improvement. 
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TABLE  2.  ESTIMATES  OF  PERCENT  OF  UNDERCOUNT  OF  HOUSING  UNITS 
BY  TYPE  OF  COLLECTION  PROCEDURE:  1970  CENSUS 


Census  Procedure 

Estimated  Miss 

Rate  of  All 
Housing  Units- 
1970  Census 

Estimated  Miss 

Rates  of 
Occupied 

Housing  Units- 
1970  Census 

Approximate 
Percent  of 
all  Housing 

Units  Covered 
by  Procedure- 
1970 

Estimate  of 

Percent  of 
Housing  Units 
Covered  by 
Procedure- 

1980 

Total  U.S. 

2.5  % 

1.7% 

100% 

100% 

All  Mail 

1.6 

1.2 

60 

90 

FAR 

1.2 

.9 

48 

60 

Prelist 

3.5 

2.6 

12 

30 

Conventional 

(Non-Mail) 

3.9 

2.6 

40 

10 

It  is  not  unexpected  that  the  housing  unit  un¬ 
dercoverage  rate  in  TAR  areas  is  relatively  low. 
The  mailing  list  is  prepared  by  a  commercial 
vendor  and  then  checked  and  corrected  by  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service  and  by  Census  staff.  In  the 
1980  census,  procedures  similar  to  those  used  in 
1970  will  be  employed  to  create  the  mailing  list. 
Several  firms,  which  offer  lists  for  sale,  bid  to 
supply  the  Census  Bureau  with  the  initial  mail¬ 
ing  lists,  and  the  completeness  of  each  list  was  a 
major  factor  in  determining  which  lists  were 
purchased.  This  same  process  was  used  prior  to 
the  1970  census.  Unlike  1970,  however,  the 
Census  Bureau  had  the  option  of  buying  lists 
for  different  SMSA’s  from  different  firms.  This 
option  enabled  the  Bureau  to  begin  with  a  high 
quality  list  for  the  approximately  50  million  ad¬ 
dresses  in  the  l  AR  area.  Even  though  there  are 
many  other  operations  to  improve  the  com¬ 
pleteness  of  the  list,  past  experience  has  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  better  the  initial  list,  the  more  ef¬ 
fective  the  later  correction  operations  will  be. 

As  was  done  in  1970,  the  purchased  commer¬ 
cial  list  will  be  updated  three  separate  times  with 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service.  The  main  purpose  of 
such  updates  is  for  the  Postal  Service  to  add 
units  not  on  the  list.  Though  any  one  post  office 
check  is  very  effective,  conducting  it  three  times 
is  considered  worthwhile  since  past  experience 
indicates  that  each  post  office  check  adds  more 
housing  units  to  the  list.  Additionally,  even  with 
the  use  of  a  purchased  list  of  mailing  addresses 
updated  by  the  Postal  Service  on  several  occa¬ 
sions,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  having  a 
“precanvass”  operation  conducted  by  census 
personnel  can  be  an  efficient  coverage  im¬ 
provement  device.  In  the  precanvass  operation, 
a  census  enumerator,  prior  to  the  mailout  of 
questionnaires,  systematically  canvasses  an  as¬ 
signment  area,  identifying  all  housing  units  and 
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adding  to  the  list  any  units  not  already  listed.  In 
1970,  selected  areas  in  17  metropolitan  areas 
were  precanvassed.  About  2.3  percent  of  the 
housing  units  in  those  areas  were  added  by  the 
precanvass  although  some  of  those  were  also 
added  in  other  coverage  improvement  proce¬ 
dures.  This  operation  is  being  expanded  to  the 
entire  TAR  area  for  1980. 

In  the  remainder  of  the  mailout/mailback 
areas,  where  no  commercial  lists  are  available, 
the  Census  Bureau  will  create  its  own  address 
lists  through  a  prelist  operation.  The  prelist  op¬ 
eration  has  been  the  subject  of  extensive  testing 
prior  to  1980,  and  results  indicate  that  a  tightly 
controlled  prelist  operation  will  be  necessary  to 
reduce  undercoverage  of  housing  units.  These 
lists  also  undergo  checks  by  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service. 

Another  coverage  improvement  effort  is  the 
nonhousehold  sources  program  in  which  name 
and  address  lists  are  obtained  from  independent 
sources  and  matched  by  Bureau  staff  with  the 
census  questionnaires  to  identify  persons  who 
may  have  been  missed  in  census  enumeration. 
For  persons  who  appear  to  have  been  missed, 
the  enumeration  status  of  these  persons  will  be 
determined  by  a  telephone  call  or  personal  visit 
to  the  listed  address,  and  those  persons  who  re¬ 
sided  at  the  listed  address  on  Census  Day  not 
perviously  reported  will  then  be  added  to  the 
census  count. 

Some  additional  coverage  improvement  tech¬ 
niques  planned  for  1980  include  the  following: 
A  coverage  edit  will  be  done  on  completed 
forms  for  question  H-4,  “How  many  living 
quarters,  occupied  and  vacant,  are  at  this  ad¬ 
dress?”;  experience  has  indicated  that  there  is  a 
higher  potential  to  miss  units  within  small 
multi-unit  buildings  in  which  apartments  are 
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not  well  clefinetl.  Special  efforts  will  be  made  to 
enumerate  transient  populations.  Housing  units 
which  are  originally  classified  as  vacant  by  cen¬ 
sus  enumerators  will  be  revisited;  misclassifica- 
tion  of  units  as  vacant  was  determined  to  be  a 
serious  problem  in  the  1970  census.  A  Local  Re¬ 
view  Program  has  been  established  for  the  1980 
census  in  which  participating  local  governments 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  review  preliminary 
census  counts  prior  to  tbe  closing  of  the  census 
field  offices.  T  he  Census  Bureau  is  also  estab¬ 
lishing  a  program  for  local  Complete  Count 
Committees  made  up  of  clergy,  elected  officials, 
minority  group  leaders,  and  persons  from  the 
business  community  whose  role  will  be  to 
mobilize  local  resources  and  to  promote  cooper¬ 
ation  with  the  census.  And  finally,  for  conven¬ 
tional  census  areas,  in  addition  to  other  pro¬ 


grams  like  local  review,  the  enumerators  will  be 
instructed  to  canvass  their  enumeration  districts 
(or  work  areas)  in  a  more  systematic  way  than  in 
earlier  censuses  and  new  quality  control  proce¬ 
dures  on  the  canvassing  will  be  instituted. 

Conclusion' 

Tbe  1980  Census  of  Population  and  Housing 
is  a  massive  and  highly  complex  operation.  Be¬ 
yond  the  years  of  planning,  the  testing,  the 
publicity  efforts,  the  new  coverage  improvement 
procedures,  the  quarter  of  a  million  person 
work  force  the  census  will  temporarily 
employ — beyond  everything  the  Census  Bureau 
can  do — the  ultimate  success  of  the  1980  census 
depends  on  the  willing  cooperation  of  the 
American  people. 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


NEW  STANDARD  REFERENCE  PERIOD  FOR  FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT  GENERAL-PURPOSE  STATISTICAL 
INDEX  NUMBERS 

(Draft  for  Comment) 

The  Statistical  Policy  Coordination  Committee 
(SPCC)  has  recommended  that  the  standard 
reference  base  period  for  Federal  Government 
General-Purpose  Statistical  Index  Numbers  be 
revised  to  the  year  1977.  The  existing  base 
period  is  1967.  I'he  SPCC  is  a  Cabinet-level 
committee  that  makes  recommendations  on 
major  statistical  policy  issues. 

The  reference  period  in  index  numbers  is  the 
year  (or  years)  in  production,  price  or  other 
statistical  series  that  are  set  equivalent  to  100. 
This  makes  it  relatively  easy  to  compare  rates  of 
change  among  series  over  the  years.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  using  the  reference  base  of  1967  as  100,  an 
index  of  135  in  1979  means  that  the  series  in¬ 
creased  by  35  percent  over  the  12-year  period. 

ISSUES  IN  UPDATING  THE  REFERENCE  PERIOD 

The  reference  period  is  updated  approxi¬ 
mately  every  ten  years.  I'his  is  done  to  (a)  insure 
that  the  makeup  of  the  index  is  based  on  a  rea¬ 
sonable  approximation  of  the  current  structure 
of  the  economy,  and  (b)  facilitate  the  visual 
comprehension  of  rates  of  change  from  a  base 
period  that  is  not  too  distant  in  time. 

1  he  year  1977  was  chosen  for  two  reasons. 
First,  the  most  recent  quinquennial  economic 
censuses  were  taken  for  1977,  and  many  eco¬ 
nomic  time  series  are  benchmarked  to  the  eco¬ 
nomic  censuses.  Second,  the  continued  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  economy  in  1977  since  the  recession 
of  1974-1975  was  relatively  balanced,  with  no 
particularly  extreme  conditions  that  would 
make  it  unrepresentative  of  the  recent  period. 

Because  of  the  work  involved  in  developing 
new  compositional  “weights”  of  the  product, 
price  or  other  index  components  to  reflect  their 
relative  importance  in  the  new  base  period,  the 
actual  implementation  for  many  series  will  not 
occur  until  1981.  This  will  also  allow  adequate 
time  for  agencies  to  announce  their  implemen- 
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tation  schedules  well  in  advance  of  indexing  the 
series  to  the  new  reference  period. 

PUBLIC  COMMENT  PERIOD 

All  comments  should  be  sent  in  writing  by- 
September  28,  1979  to  Joseph  W.  Duncan,  Di¬ 
rector,  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20230.  (A  similar  one-month 
public  comment  period  was  announced  in  the 
Federal  Register).  For  further  information,  call 
Norman  Frumkin  at  (202)  673-7977. 

The  recommended  Directive  No.  5  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards 
reflecting  the  new  reference  period  is  presented 
below.  If  adopted  it  would  supersede  Directive 
No.  5  issued  May  4,  1978.  The  only  changes 
from  the  existing  Directive  are  the  inclusion  of 
the  word  “Statistical”  in  the  title  and  in  appro¬ 
priate  places  in  the  text  of  the  Directive  and  re¬ 
placement  of  the  year  1967  with  1977. 

DIRECTIVE  NO.  5 

STANDARD  REFERENCE  BASE  PERIOD  FOR 
FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  GENERAL-PURPOSE 
STATISTICAL  INDEX  NUMBERS 

The  year  1977  shall  be  the  standard  reference 
base  period  for  general-purpose  statistical  index 
numbers  prepared  by  Federal  agencies.  1  his 
requirement  conforms  to  Government  practice 
of  establishing  a  standard  reference  base  period 
for  use  by  Federal  agencies.  The  base  period  is 
revised  approximately  every  ten  years. 

1 .  Conversion  for  Earlier  Years 

Each  index  should  be  converted  to  the  1977 
reference  base  from  the  beginning  of  the  index, 
where  practicable. 

2.  Weights 

The  weight  base  period  for  an  index  should 
be  as  close  as  possible  to  the  reference  base 
period  but  they  do  not  need  to  coincide.  The 
relationship  between  reference  and  weight  base 
periods  should  be  indicated  by  appropriate 
description. 
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INTERAGENCY  SEMINAR  ON  LAND  PRICE  INDEX 

The  purpose  of  this  seminar  was  to  discuss 
the  needs,  uses,  and  feasibility  of  developing  a 
national  land  price  index  (LPI).  The  working 
session  organized  by  the  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards  was  held  on  May 
8,  1979.  The  participants  represented  a  mixture 
of  government  agencies,  private  businesses  and 
academia,  d'his  session  was  held  because  of  con¬ 
gressional  urging  for  creation  of  a  land  price 
index  for  analyzing  the  relationships  of  land 
prices  to  inflation. 

The  seminar  was  divided  into  three  major  ses¬ 
sions:  Possible  needs  and  uses  for  a  LPI, 
theoretic  construct  problems,  and  statistical  and 
practical  procedures.  The  session  relating  to 
needs  and  uses  identified  five  possible 
categories  of  users:  Federal,  State,  and  local 
governments,  private  businesses,  and  academia. 
The  governmental  uses  of  a  LPI  generally  in¬ 
volve  tax  questions.  There  is  some  suspicion 
among  ta'  experts  that  most  capital  gains  on 
real  estate  are  in  land  rather  than  improve¬ 
ments.  Additional  land  information  would  help 
sort  this  out.  This  land  information  could  also 
be  used  to  refine  currently  available  data  (such 
as  the  flow  of  funds  and  income  accounts),  to 
provide  an  analytic  basis  for  broad  policy  deci¬ 
sions,  to  plan  land  use  and  land  acquisition. 
None  of  these  uses  imply  that  the  need  is  for  a 
single  overall  number,  except  perhaps  as  an  in¬ 
teresting  by-product,  or  control  check,  but 
rather  a  set  of  indexes  or  a  data  base  of  land 
value  and  price  information. 

A  data  base  of  land  value  and  price  informa¬ 
tion  has  a  great  many  possibilities  for  academic 
research  projects:  projections,  macroeconomic 
analysis,  consumption-wealth  effects.  For  these 
purposes  data  would  be  most  useful  if  available 
by  ownership  category  as  well  as  by  land  use. 
Most  of  these  uses  also  imply  some  notion  of 
land  quantity. 

Theoretic  construct  problems,  discussed  in 
another  session  of  the  seminar,  can  be  sum¬ 
marized  as  follows:  should  there  be  a  price  or 
value  index;  should  the  information  gathered 
include  improvements  as  well  as  land;  how 
should  the  sample  be  stratified;  what  time 
periods  should  the  land  data  cover;  is  there  a 
need  to  distinguish  between  asset  value  and 
service  flow  value? 

The  participants  favored  land  value  rather 
than  price  because  it  is  less  likely  to  be  distorted, 
especially  if  there  are  regular  valuations  by  pro¬ 
fessional  assessors.  Land  value  would  also  be 


more  useful  for  wealth,  capital  gains,  and  land 
use  pattern  analysis.  The  question  of  whether 
improvements  should  be  included  in  the  land 
valuation  was  generally  answered  in  favor  of  a 
land  value  only.  The  sample  stratification  de¬ 
pends  on  exactly  how  the  land  information  will 
be  used.  There  was  general  agreement  that 
some  sort  of  geographical/use  type  disaggrega¬ 
tion  would  be  most  useful.  It  was  thought  that 
annual  land  data  would  be  a  good  beginning 
interval. 

Discussion  of  statistical  and  practical  proce¬ 
dures  necessary  for  compiling  a  LPI  centered 
around  existing  data  sources  and  how  they 
might  be  adapted  for  use  in  a  LPI.  It  was  de¬ 
cided  that  until  a  detailed  framework  of  what  is 
wanted  is  developed,  decisions  on  data  needs 
cannot  be  formulated. 

Norman  Frumkin  of  the  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards  is  coordinating  a 
Working  Group  on  National  Needs  for  Land 
Price  Information.  The  group  is  initially  pre¬ 
paring  papers  covering  three  or  four  subject 
areas  on  the  need  for  national  price  information 
for  macro-economic  statistics  and  broad  policy 
decisions.  These  papers  will  contain  as  much 
detail  as  possible  on  what  information  is  needed 
and  how  the  information  will  be  used.  These 
papers  will  be  integrated  into  one  which  will  be 
presented  to  the  general  committee  at  a  meeting 
in  the  fall. 

Along  these  same  lines,  the  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  is  in  the 
process  of  developing  studies  in  several  met¬ 
ropolitan  areas  that  would  help  determine  what 
data  are  available  locally  and  how  they  might  be 
used  under  different  formulations.  Addition¬ 
ally,  an  inventory  of  existing  data  is  being  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy 
and  Standards.  (Pamela  Powell,  office  of  fed¬ 
eral  STATISTICAL  POLICY  AND  STANDARDS.  DEPART¬ 
MENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  673-7993.) 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  STATISTICS  ON 
SEGMENTS  OF  BUSINESS 

In  recent  years  American  corporations  have 
broadened  the  extent  of  their  activities  into 
many  different  industries.  This  expanding 
scope  of  American  corporations  requires  that 
financial  statements  include  information  about 
their  activities  in  these  different  industries.  The 
different  industries  that  a  corporation  does 
business  in  are  termed  “segments”  of  that  cor¬ 
poration’s  business  activities. 
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The  subject  of  developing  a  classification  sys¬ 
tem  for  statistics  on  segments  of  business  is  one 
that  has  been  discussed  for  several  years.  The 
Commission  on  Federal  Paperwork  produced  a 
report,  Segmented  Financial  Reporting,  in  which 
they  recommended  the  development  of  a  seg¬ 
ments  of  business  classification  system  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  creation  of  a  more  useful  and  complete 
set  of  statistics  on  business  segments.  The  needs 
for  segmented  business  statistics  are  a  legitimate 
concern  for  government  agencies  to  properly 
analyze  policy  issues  resulting  from  this 
broadened  scope  of  American  corporate  activ¬ 
ity. 

A  purpose  of  this  classification  system  would 
be  to  identify  those  areas  of  activity  in  which  to¬ 
day’s  corporations  operate  and  take  into  account 
the  tremendous  changes  that  have  occurred  in 
American  business  structure  over  the  last  dec¬ 
ade. 

The  inception  of  such  a  system  also  could 
conceivably  reduce  the  reporting  burden  of 
those  companies  which  have  obligations  to  re¬ 
port  segmented  business  statistics  to  Federal 
agencies.  In  addition,  such  a  system  would  pro¬ 
vide  for  better  data  for  analysis  of  segmented 
business  statistics. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Interagency  Com¬ 
mittee  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  develop¬ 
ing  a  Segments  of  Business  Classification  System 
for  financial  data  took  place  on  June  15,  1979. 
Twenty-two  agencies  took  part  in  this  meeting 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Office  of  Federal 
Statistical  Policy  and  Standards  should  work 
with  the  agencies  to  further  identify  their  needs 
and  uses  for  segmented  financial  data.  The  sec¬ 
ond  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place 
this  fall.  (Thomas  Fenwick,  office  of  federal 

STATISTICAL  POLICY  AND  STANDARDS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  673-7977.) 

NEW  INPUT-OUTPUT  TABLES 

Results  of  a  study  of  input-output  (TO)  re¬ 
lationships  in  the  United  States  economy  for 
1972  have  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  in  the  February  and  April 
1979  issues  of  the  Survey  of  Current  Business. 
That  brings  the  number  of  benchmark  I-O  ta¬ 
bles  to  five  and  extends  the  period  covered  by 
these  studies  to  26  years,  from  1947  to  1972. 

The  1972  results  presented  in  the  February 
and  April  issues  of  the  Survey  depict  the  inter¬ 
relationships  among  the  industries  in  terms  of 
85-industry  categories  similar  to  those  used  for 
the  1947,  1958,  1963,  and  1967  I-O  studies.  The 
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latest  I-O  tables  are  changed  from  earlier  tables 
in  that  they  are  based  on  the  1972  Standard  In¬ 
dustrial  Classification.  They  include  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  a  different  treatment  of  secondary 
products  (following  one  of  the  suggested  ap¬ 
proaches  in  the  United  Nations  System  of  Na¬ 
tional  Accounts);  retail  trade  has  been  disaggre¬ 
gated  to  show  eating  and  drinking  places  as  a 
separate  industry;  two  “dummy”  industries  for 
office  supplies  and  business  travel,  entertain¬ 
ment  and  gifts  have  been  eliminated  by  dis¬ 
tributing  such  output  directly  to  consuming  in¬ 
dustries  and  final  demand;  imports  of  compar¬ 
able  products  are  included  in  final  demand  as 
negatives  in  order  to  present  a  domestic-based 
table;  and  several  activities  have  been  redefined 
(e.g.,  electric  power  produced  and  sold  by  man¬ 
ufacturing,  mining,  and  railroads  has  been 
made  part  of  the  electric  utility  industry). 

Additional  materials  which  are  also  available 
are  detailed  (496-industry)  tables  which  provide 
a  bridge  between  the  I-O  accounts  and  the  na¬ 
tional  income  and  product  accounts  for  per¬ 
sonal  consumption  expenditures  and  for  pro¬ 
ducers’  durable  equipment  expenditures.  The 
availability  of  detailed  volumes  of  the  1972  I-O 
study  at  the  496-industry  level  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  in  a  later  issue  of  the  Survey. 

A  combined  reprint  of  the  February  and 
April  articles  is  available  from  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  (BE-51),  U.S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  Tower  Building,  Washington,  D.C. 
20230.  Additional  copies  may  be  secured  for 
$3.25  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402.  Annual  subscription  to  the  Survey 
costs  $22.00;  single  copies  are  $1.90. 

Also  available  is  the  “Updated  Input-Output 
Table  of  the  U.S.  Economy:  1972  (Derived  from 
the  1967  Input-Output  Table),”  identified  as 
BEA  Staff  Paper  No.  32.  Single  copies  of  this 
85-industry  study  are  available  from  BEA  at  the 
address  above.  Additional  copies  may  be  se¬ 
cured  from  the  National  Technical  Information 
Service,  5825  Port  Royal  Road,  Springfield,  VA 
22161,  at  $5.25  for  paper  copy  and  $3.0O  for 
microfiche.  (Philip  M.  Ritz,  bureau  of  economic 
ANALYSIS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone 

(202)  523-0683.) 


REASONS  FOR  MIGRATION 

About  one-half  of  households  moving  be¬ 
tween  States  between  1973  and  1976  reported  a 
job-related  reason  as  the  main  reason  for  mov¬ 
ing,  according  to  a  Census  Bureau  study  enti- 
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tied  “Reasons  for  Interstate  Migration;  Jobs, 
Retirement,  Climate,  and  Other  Influences.” 
I'he  main  job-related  reasons  were  transfers 
(reported  by  24  percent  of  interstate  migrant 
households)  and  moves  to  look  for  work  or  to 
take  a  new  job  (another  24  percent). 

The  one-half  of  interstate  moves  that  did  not 
appear  to  be  directly  job-related  resulted  from  a 
great  variety  of  reasons,  including  moves  to  be 
closer  to  relatives  (7.5  percent),  schooling  (5.4 
percent),  change  of  climate  (5.1  percent),  serv¬ 
ice  with  the  Armed  Forces  (4.8  percent),  and 
retirement  (3.1  percent). 

I  he  cumulated  data  came  from  Annual 
Housing  Surveys  of  1974,  1975,  and  1976, 
which  included  questions  on  place  of  previous 
residence  for  household  heads  who  moved  in 
the  12  months  preceding  the  survey  and  on  the 
main  reason  for  the  move.  In  analyzing  these 
statistics,  the  authors  suggest  that  the  surveys 
understate  the  influence  of  non-economic  fac¬ 
tors  on  population  movements  because  only  one 
reason — the  “main”  reason — for  moving  was 
recorded.  For  many  persons,  a  job  change  may 
be  the  main  reason  for  moving  from  one  State 
to  another  but  climate,  opportunities  for  out¬ 
door  recreation,  and  various  quality-of-life  con¬ 
cerns  may  cause  people  to  look  for  jobs  or  ac¬ 
cept  a  new  job  in  one  area  rather  than  another. 

Nevertheless,  the  desire  for  a  change  of  cli¬ 
mate  can  be  important  in  some  interregional 
migration  streams.  About  1  out  of  every  10  per¬ 
sons  leaving  the  Northeast  and  North  Central 
regions  reported  climate  as  the  main  reason  for 
moving. 

Some  of  the  migrants  were  found  to  be  mix¬ 
ing  retiremetit  and  employment.  Nearly  12  per¬ 
cent  of  those  reporting  retirement  as  the  main 
reason  for  moving  were  also  employed  at  the 
survey  date,  and  some  who  gave  job-related  rea¬ 
sons  for  moving  also  reported  pension  income. 
Fhe  authors  suggest  that  such  persons  have 
considerable  freedom  of  choice  as  to  where  to 
live  and  that  retirement  benefits  can  sometimes 
be  used  as  an  opportunity  for  individuals  to 
change  careers  or  move  to  a  preferred  region  of 
the  country. 

Fhe  authors  speculate  that  individual  prefer¬ 
ences  have  come  to  exert  a  more  important  in¬ 
fluence  on  decisions  about  interstate  migration. 
Rising  incomes,  falling  household  size,  ex¬ 
panded  leisure,  and  more  generous  retirement 
benefits  are  cited  as  factors  that  can  allow  indi¬ 
viduals  to  give  enhanced  importance  to  loca¬ 
tional  preferences.  Such  preferences  can  help  or 


hinder  public  policies  that  attempt  to  influence 
population  distribution  through  growth-center 
strategies,  job-creation  programs,  or  other 
measures. 

C^opies  of  the  report,  “Rea.sons  for  Interstate 
Migration:  Jobs,  Retirement,  (dimate,  and 
Other  Influences,”  Current  Population  Reports, 
Series  P-23,  No.  81  (32  pages,  $1.50)  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  U.S.  (iovernment  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  !).(',.  20402  (Larry  H.  Long  or 
Kristin  A.  Hanskn,  bureau  of  ihe  census,  de- 
PARTMEN  E  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763- 
5846.) 

MONEY  INCOME  AND  POVERTY  STATUS  IN  1977 

Two  reports  entitled,  “Money  Income  in  1977 
of  Families  and  Persons  in  the  United  States,” 
and  “Characteristics  of  the  Population  Below 
the  Poverty  Level:  1977”  have  recently  been 
published  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  I  hese 
reports  contain  detailed  tables  on  money  income 
distributions  and  poverty  for  families  and  per¬ 
sons  cross-classified  by  demographic  and 
socioeconomic  characteristics  such  as  race,  fam¬ 
ily  status,  residence,  education,  and  work  ex¬ 
perience.  Advance  data  for  1977  were  released 
in  an  earlier  report.  4  he  estimates  were  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  March  1978  Current  Population 
Survey  covering  a  sample  of  56,000  occupied 
households  across  the  country. 

Fhe  income  report  indicates  that  in  1977,  per 
capita  income  was  $5,740  and  median  family  in¬ 
come  was  $16,010.  I  he  report  states  that  per 
capita  income  has  been  affected  less  than  me¬ 
dian  family  income  by  the  changes  in  family 
structure  which  have  occurred  during  the 
1970's.  For  example,  the  average  number  of 
earners  per  family  has  ceased  to  grow  as  house¬ 
holds  maintained  by  women  with  no  husband 
present  continue  to  increase.  I  he  report  also 
analyzes  changes  in  income  since  1970  and 
examines  the  1977  data  in  considerable  detail. 

Fhe  poverty  report  indicates  that  in  about 
half  of  all  poor  families,  the  householder  did 
not  work  at  any  time  during  the  year.  One  rea¬ 
son  for  this  is  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
poor  families  with  female  householders  who 
have  no  husband  present.  Fhese  women  are  less 
likely  to  work  than  their  male  counterparts, 
largely  because  of  family  responsibilities.  I  he 
report  also  includes  a  presentation  of  the  most 
significant  characteristics  of  the  poor  and  an 
analysis  of  the  changes  in  the  composition  and 
geographical  distribution  of  the  poor  during  the 
1970’s. 
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Copies  of  these  reports,  “Money  Income  in 
1977  of  Families  and  Persons  in  the  United 
States,”  and  “Characteristics  of  the  Population 
Below  the  Poverty  Level:  1977,”  Current  Popula¬ 
tion  Reports,  Series  P-60,  No.  118  (290  pages, 
$4.75)  and  No.  119  (232  pages,  $4.25)  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (Gordon  Green, 

BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE, 

telephone  (301)763-5060.) 

ESTIMATES  OF  THE  U.S.  POPULATION:  1976  to 
1978 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  pub¬ 
lished  a  detailed  national  population  estimates 
report  entitled  “Estimates  of  the  Population  of 
the  United  States,  by  Age,  Sex,  and  Race:  1976 
to  1978.” 

The  detailed  report  includes  estimates  of  the 
total  population,  including  Armed  Forces  over¬ 
seas,  the  resident  population,  and  the  civilian 
population  by  singles  year  of  age,  race,  and  sex 
for  the  years  1976  through  1978. 

The  report  points  out  that  the  trend  towards 
an  older  population  has  continued  as  the  me¬ 
dian  age  edged  up  to  29.7  years.  4'he  number  of 
children  under  14  years  bas  declined  13  percent 
since  1970,  while  the  population  age  25  to  34 
years  has  grown  35  percent.  The  number  of 
persons  65  years  and  older  has  increased  by  20 
percent.  Appendix  tables  are  included  which 
provide  1970  and  1978  data  on  the  population 
corrected  for  net  census  undercount  by  age,  sex, 
and  race. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Estimates  of  the  Popu¬ 
lation  of  the  United  States,  by  Age,  Sex,  and 
Race:  1976  to  1978,”  Current  Population  Reports, 
Series  P-25,  No.  800  (25  pp.,  $1.40),  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  U.S.  Government  Printing'Office, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20402.  (Louisa  Miller, 

BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE, 

telephone  (301)  763-5184.) 

1978  STATE  POPULATION  ESTIMATES 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  pub¬ 
lished  a  report  releasing  preliminary  population 
estimates  for  States  for  July  1,  1978  and  revised 
estimates  for  July  1,  1977.  The  report  discusses 
recent  trends  in  grow'th,  and  compares  popula¬ 
tion  changes  with  those  of  the  1960’s.  It  points 
out  that,  although  most  of  the  fastest  growing 
States  in  the  last  decade  have  continued  to  grow 
faster  than  the  United  States,  many  States  have 
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growth  patterns  drastically  different  from  the 
1960’s.  The  results  of  an  illustrative  reappor¬ 
tionment  based  on  the  estimates  suggests  that  1 1 
congressional  seats  could  shift  as  a  result  of  the 
population  redistribution  that  has  occurred  so 
far  in  the  1970’s,  with  8  States  gaining  and  6 
States  losing  representation. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Revised  1977  and  Pro¬ 
visional  1978  Estimates  of  the  Population  of 
States  and  Components  of  Change,”  Current 
Population  Reports,  Series  P-25,  No.  799  (8  pp., 
70  cents)  may  be  purchased  from  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
(Donald  E.  Starsimc,  bureau  of  the  census,  de¬ 
partment  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763- 
5072.) 


U.S.  POPULATION  PROFILE,  1978 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  published  its  fifth 
annual  summary  of  current  population  charac¬ 
teristics  in  May  1979.  Fhe  contents  are  or¬ 
ganized  under  six  headings:  population  growth, 
social  characteristics,  population  distribution, 
employment,  income,  and  race  and  Spanish  ori¬ 
gin.  The  report  contains  16  charts,  and  several 
of  the  33  tables  include  comparable  data  for 
1978,  1970,  and  1960. 

Among  the  highlights  are  the  following:  On 
January  1,  1979,  the  estimated  U.S.  population 
was  219.5  million,  up  only  0.8  percent  during 
1978.  The  total  fertility  rate  was  1,795,  implying 
an  estimated  1.8  children  per  woman  if  the  1978 
fertility  level  were  to  continue.  4  he  median  age 
of  the  population  was  29.7  years  in  1978  as 
compared  with  27.9  in  1970.  Close  to  one-half 
(48  percent)  of  the  women  20  to  24  years  of  age 
in  1978  had  never  married,  up  from  36  percent 
in  1970.  The  average  size  of  household  declined 
from  3.14  in  1970  to  2.81  in  1978.  College  en¬ 
rollment  in  the  fall  of  1978  was  1.3  million 
higher  than  in  1970  but  0.4  million  lower  than 
in  1977 — the  first  decline  since  1951.  Only  46 
percent  of  those  old  enough  to  vote  reported 
that  they  voted  in  November  1978,  down  from 
55  percent  in  1970. 

Nonmetropolitan  areas  grew  1.2  percent  per 
year  between  1970  and  1977,  as  compared  with 
only  0.7  percent  per  year  for  metropolitan 
areas.  More  people  moved  to  than  from  the 
South  and  West  between  1975  and  1978.  Forty 
percent  of  the  U.S.  growth  since  1970  occurred 
in  the  Sunbelt  States  of  California  (up  2.3  mil¬ 
lion),  Texas,  and  Florida  (each  up  1.8  million). 
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For  the  first  time  in  1978,  the  civilian  labor 
force  averaged  100  million  persons  and  50  per¬ 
cent  of  all  women  were  in  the  labor  force.  The 
unemployment  rate  in  1978  was  6.0  percent,  its 
lowest  since  1974.  I'he  largest  gain  between 
1972  and  1978  in  the  number  employed  oc¬ 
curred  among  professional  and  technical  work¬ 
ers  (up  2.8  million).  Median  family  income  in 
1977  reached  1 16,0 10,  a  7-percent  increase  over 
1976  that  was  countered  by  a  6.5-percent  rise  in 
prices.  Both  spouses  had  income  in  two-thirds 
of  the  married-couple  families  in  1977.  About 
24.7  million  persons,  or  11.6  percent,  were 
below  the  poverty  level  in  1977;  the  number  and 
proportion  in  1976  were  about  the  same. 

The  24.8  million  Blacks  in  the  United  States 
in  1978  constituted  11.6  percent  of  the  total 
population,  and  the  12.0  million  persons  of 
Spanish  origin  constituted  5.6  percent  of  the 
total.  Among  those  20  to  24  years  old  in  1978, 
the  proportion  of  Black  and  Spanish  origin  per¬ 
sons  who  were  high  school  graduates  was  one- 
fifth  larger  than  that  for  Black  and  Spanish  ori¬ 
gin  persons  aged  25  years  old  and  over.  Both 
spouses  had  income  in  75  percent  of  Black 
married-couple  families  in  1977,  compared  with 
66  percent  for  White  families  and  58  percent 
for  Spanish-origin  families. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Population  Profile  of 
the  United  States:  1978,”  Current  Population  Re¬ 
ports,  Series  P-20,  No.  336  (58  pp.,  $2.40)  are  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Paul  C.  Click,  bureau  of  the  census,  de¬ 
partment  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763- 
7030.) 


CONSOLIDATED  REPORT  ON  URBANIZED  AREAS 

The  Census  Bureau  has  recently  issued  a  re¬ 
port  entitled  “Population  and  Land  Area  of  Ur¬ 
banized  Areas  for  the  United  States:  1970  and 
1960.”  This  report  consolidates  previously  pub¬ 
lished  data  about  urbanized  areas  (UA’s). 

The  report  presents  the  current  UA  criteria 
along  with  summary  tables  for  the  United  States 
and  tables  and  maps  for  the  275  areas.  Included 
are  listings  of  the  1970  population,  land  area, 
and  population  density  of  each  UA  and  central 
city;  rankings  of  the  UA’s  on  these  three 
characteristics;  and  breakdowns  of  the  urban 
and  urbanized  area  population  in  1970  by  size 
of  place  and  by  region,  division,  and  State.  De¬ 
tailed  tables  and  maps,  arranged  by  State,  show 
the  component  parts  of  each  UA  and  their  1970 
and  1960  populations. 
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The  Census  Bureau  delineates  UA's  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  better  separation  of  urban  and  rural 
population  in  the  vicinity  of  large  cities.  A  UA 
consists  of  a  central  city  (or  cities)  and  sur¬ 
rounding  closely  settled  incorporated  and  unin¬ 
corporated  areas  which  meet  specific  criteria  of 
population  size  and  density. 

For  the  1970  Census  of  Population,  248  UA’s 
were  delineated  for  cities  (or  twin  cities)  of 
50,000  or  more  population.  In  1974,  a  modifi¬ 
cation  of  the  criteria  extended  UA  recognition 
to  certain  cities  of  between  25,000  and  50,000 
population,  resulting  in  the  delineation  of  27 
additional  UA’s. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Population  and  Land 
Area  of  Urbanized  Areas,  for  the  United  States: 
1970  and  1960,”  Supplementary  Report,  1970 
Census  of  Population,  Series  PC(S1)-108  (354 
pages,  $7.25),  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
(Diana  DeAre,  bureau  of  the  census,  depart¬ 
ment  of  commerce,  telephone  (301)  763-7955.) 


BIRTHPLACE  AND  LANGUAGE  CHARACTERISTICS 
OF  ASIANS  IN  U.S. 

The  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics 
has  released  another  bulletin  in  its  series 
analyzing  data  on  language  minorities  in  the 
United  States.  Birthplace  and  Language  Charac¬ 
teristics  of  Persons  of  Chinese,  Japanese,  Korean, 
Filipino  and  Vietnamese  Origin  in  the  United  States, 
Spring  1976  (79  B-12,  NCES  79-144)  contains 
estimates  of  the  number  of  persons  who  iden¬ 
tified  themselves  as  members  of  one  of  the  five 
groups,  by  place  of  birth  and  the  extent  to 
which  they  maintain  the  Chinese,  Japanese,  Ko¬ 
rean,  Filipino  and  Vietnamese  languages.  I  he 
data  were  derived  from  the  Spring  1976  Survey 
of  Income  and  Education. 

Single  copies  of  this  bulletin  and  the  previous 
bulletins  in  the  series  may  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  Dorothy  Waggoner,  Elementary/ 
Secondary  Education  Analysis  Branch.  National 
Center  for  Education  Statistics,  Room  3031,  400 
Maryland  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20202.  (Jean  Brandes,  national  center  for  edu¬ 
cation  STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEAL  I  H.  EDUCA¬ 
TION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  472-5026.) 

NEW  DATA  ON  CHILD  SUPPORT  PAYMENTS 

A  report  entitled  “Divorce,  Child  Custody, 
and  Child  Support”  has  recently  been  published 
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by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  The  report  pres¬ 
ents  data  available  for  the  first  time  on  the  ex¬ 
tent  to  which  women  reported  that  they  re¬ 
ceived  child  support  payments  and  alimony. 
These  data  were  obtained  from  the  Spring  1976 
Survey  of  Income  and  Education  (SIE). 

The  report  is  divided  into  two  basic  parts. 
The  first  portion  places  the  SIE  data  in  histori¬ 
cal  perspective.  This  section  deals  with  the  in¬ 
crease  in  divorce  and  in  one-parent  families  and 
with  changes  in  the  living  arrangements  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  particular,  the  children  of  divorce. 
1  he  report  points  out  that  the  divorce  rate 
reached  a  historic  high  level  of  5.1  per  thousand 
in  1978.  In  recent  years,  the  number  of  divorces 
amounted  to  about  one-half  the  number  of 
marriages.  At  the  same  time,  the  number  of 
children  involved  in  divorce  tripled,  from  360 
thousand  in  1956  to  1.1  million  in  1976. 

The  second  portion  of  the  report  analyzes 
data  obtained  from  the  SIE  on  child  support 
payments.  Some  of  the  highlights  of  these  data 
are  as  follows: 

•  The  1.2  million  women  who  reported  re¬ 
ceiving  child  support  in  1975  represented 
about  one  quarter  of  the  mothers  divorced, 
separated,  remarried  after  a  divorce,  or 
never  married. 

•  Child  support  payments  were  received  by 
about  42  percent  of  the  currently  divorced 
mothers,  26  percent  of  those  remarried,  18 
percent  of  those  separated,  and  only  4  per¬ 
cent  of  those  never  married. 

•  One  of  the  surprising  findings  was  that  the 
amount  of  child  support  received  did  not 
increase  appreciably  with  the  number  of 
children. 

•  The  average  payment  in  child  support  re¬ 
ceived  by  women  was  S2,430. 

•  Child  support  payments  were  effective  in 
keeping  many  mothers  above  the  poverty 
line.  The  poverty  rate  for  these  women  was 
only  13  percent,  compared  with  32  percent 
for  women  not  receiving  payments. 

•  The  data  available  on  alimony  payments 
showed  that  of  the  4.5  million  divorced  or 
separated  women  in  1975,  only  4  percent 
reported  receiving  alimony. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Divorce,  Child  Cus¬ 
tody,  and  Child  Support,”  Current  Population 
Reports,  P-23,  No.  84,  are  available  for  $1.50 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Ruth  Sanders,  bureau  of  the  census,  de¬ 


partment  of  commerce,  telephone  (301)  763- 
5060.) 


CASELOAD  STATISTICS,  FISCAL  YEAR  1978 

The  Division  of  Program  Data  and  Analysis  of 
the  Rehabilitation  Services  Administration  has 
released  the  publication  Caseload  Statistics,  State 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Agencies,  Fiscal  Year 
1978.  This  report  presents  national  and  State 
data  on  caseload  activity  in  State  vocational  re¬ 
habilitation  agencies  during  Fiscal  Year  1978. 
Information  is  presented  in  the  form  of  charts, 
tables  and  narrative  summaries. 

Single  copies  of  the  report  (OHDS  79-25078) 
are  available  from  the  Division  of  Program  Data 
and  Analysis,  Rehabilitation  Services  Adminis¬ 
tration,  Room  31 13,  Switzer  Building,  330  C  St., 
S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20201,  telephone  (202) 
245-0080.  (Patricia  A.  Nash,  rehabilitation 

SERVICES  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH. 
EDUCATION.  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  245- 
0341.) 


MANDATING  PRIVATE  PENSIONS 

Several  European  countries  now  have  inte¬ 
grated  income  maintenance  systems  covering 
the  public  and  private  sectors  as  a  result  of 
labor-management  negotiations  making  private 
pensions  compulsory.  Other  foreign  countries 
are  exploring  or  studying  plans  for  similar 
ventures.  U.S.  interest  in  coordinated  public- 
private  pension  plans  led  to  a  four-country 
study  by  two  researchers  in  the  Social  Security 
Administration  (SSA).  The  analyses  covering 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands,  Switzer¬ 
land,  and  Sweden  appear  in  a  139-page  report 
recently  released  by  SSA’s  Office  of  Research 
and  Statistics. 

The  report  discusses  the  reasons  why  inte¬ 
grated  pension  programs  are  undertaken 
abroad  as  well  as  the  problems  involved.  One 
prime  reason  was  widespread  pressure  against 
higher  payroll  taxes.  Also,  according  to  the  re¬ 
port,  mandating  private  pensions  by  law  creates 
many  problems,  perhaps  a  reason  why  no 
country  has  yet  actually  placed  this  approach  in 
operation. 

Based  on  information  obtained  primarily 
from  government  agency  officials  and  pension 
administrators  in  the  study  countries,  the  report 
covers  the  following  major  areas: 

1.  Problems  in  integrating  public  and  private 
benefits; 
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2.  Universal  coverage,  including  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  coverage  gaps  between  the  public 
and  private  scheme; 

3.  The  effects  of  inflation  on  a  coordinated 
scheme; 

4.  Indexing  of  wage  credits,  vesting,  and 
financing; 

5.  Benefit  adequacy  for  short-term  lower  in¬ 
come  workers;  and 

6.  The  treatment  of  workers  presently  not 
covered  by  a  private  pension. 

Single  copies  of  the  publication  Mandating 
Private  Pensions:  A  Study  of  European  Experience, 
Research  Report  No.  51,  Office  of  Policy,  Office 
of  Research  and  Statistics,  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and 
Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  Room 
1120,  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connec¬ 
ticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009, 
telephone  (202)  673-5209.  (Robert  E.  Robinson, 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARI  MEN  1  OF 
HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202) 

673-5579.) 


SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT;  OCTOBER  1978 

An  advance  report  on  “School  Enrollment — 
Social  and  Economic  Characteristics  of  Stu¬ 
dents:  October  1978”  has  recently  been  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  d'he  report 
contains  data  on  school  enrollment  between 
1972  and  1978  of  the  population  3  to  34  years 
of  age  and  of  persons  35  years  old  and  over. 
Tables  present  data  for  students  by  age,  sex, 
race,  Spanish  origin,  control  of  school  (public, 
private),  and  level  of  school  (nursery,  kinder¬ 
garten,  elementary,  high  school,  and  college). 
College  enrollment  is  further  tabulated  by  full¬ 
time  status  and  type  of  college. 

The  report  shows  that  between  October  of 
1977  and  1978,  the  number  of  young  people 
enrolled  in  school  declined  at  all  levels  from 
kindergarten  through  college.  Only  the  number 
enrolled  in  nursery  school  increased  over  the 
previous  year.  I'he  report  presents  changes  in 
school  enrollment  rates  during  the  past  decade 
and  summarizes  changes  since  1970  in  the  age, 
race,  and  sex  composition  of  college  enrollment. 

Copies  of  this  report,  “School  Enrollment — 
Social  and  Economic  Characteristics  of  Stu¬ 
dents:  October  1978  (Advance  Report),”  Current 
Population  Reports,  Series  P-20,  No.  335  (1  1 
pages,  $0.80)  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 


ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
(Suzanne  Bianchi,  bureau  of  fhe  census,  depari 
MENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-5050.) 

SURVEY  OF  PHYSICAL  FACILITIES 
OF  COLLEGES  AND  UNIVERSITIES 

In  the  fall  of  1978  the  National  Center  for 
Education  Statistics  conducted  a  national  survey 
to  assist  the  HEW  Office  for  Civil  Rights  in  the 
implementation  of  its  responsibilities  under 
Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973, 
which  sought  to  secure  for  handicapped  indi¬ 
viduals  equal  access  to  “any  program  or  activity 
receiving  federal  financial  assistance.” 

T  he  physical  plant  facilities  of  a  sample  of  700 
colleges  and  universities  were  surveyed  for  two 
main  purposes: 

1.  'fo  estimate  the  cost  to  American  colleges 
and  universities  of  making  their  programs 
accessible  to  mobility  impaired  students  as 
required  by  the  act  and  associatefl  regula¬ 
tions. 

2.  To  examine  the  relationship  between 
physical  plant  and  program  accessibility. 

In  February  and  March,  1979,  a  twenty  per¬ 
cent  subsample  was  followed  up  with  site  visits 
to  validate  the  data  in  the  main  survey  . 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  only  about 
40  percent  of  the  total  assignable  space  was  ac¬ 
cessible  to  mobility  impaired  students.  I  he  cost 
of  making  the  facilities  accessible  was  estimated 
at  $216,000  per  public,  and  $151,000  per  pri¬ 
vate  institution.  The  total  cost  for  structural 
modifications  to  all  colleges  and  universities  is 
estimated  to  be  $561  million.  These  estimates 
are  supplemented  by  five  tables  presenting 
physical  facilities  data  by  type  and  level  of  in¬ 
stitution. 

A  report  entitled  The  Impact  of  Section  504  of 
the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  on  American  Colleges 
and  Universities:  Preliminary  Summary  Report 
(NCES  79-315)  is  currently  available.  Single 
copies  may  be  obtained  from  Rolf  M. 
Wulfsberg,  Assistant  Administrator  for  Re¬ 
search  and  Analysis,  or  Richard  J.  Petersen, 
NCES,  400  Vlaryland  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20202. 

1  he  final  report  entitled  The  Impact  of  Section 
504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  on  American 
Colleges  and  Universities:  Technical  Report  is  close 
to  completion,  and  is  expected  to  be  made  avail¬ 
able  in  fall  through  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents.  (Jean  Brandes,  national  cem  er  for 

EDUCATION  STATISTICS,  DEPARTMEN  I  OF  HEAL  I  H, 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  472- 
5026.) 


296 


Statistical  Reporter 


INDIVIDUAL  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS  FOR  1977 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  released 
the  Preliminary  Report,  Statistics  of  Income -1977 , 
Individual  Income  Tax  Returns.  The  new  report  is 
based  on  a  sample  drawn  from  the  87  million 
individual  income  tax  returns  filed  for  the  1977 
tax  year. 

rhe  report  includes  statistics  on  sources  of  in¬ 
come,  deductions,  exemptions,  and  income  tax 
by  size  of  taxpayer’s  adjusted  gross  income 
(AGI)  for  the  Nation.  Estimates  are  also  in¬ 
cluded  for  each  State.  In  addition,  the  report 
includes  data  on  items  resulting  from  the  Tax 
Reduction  and  Simplification  Act  of  1977,  in¬ 
cluding  the  zero  bracket  amount  and  the  new 
jobs  credit,  as  well  as  provisions  effective  for 
1977  that  were  specified  by  the  fax  Reform  Act 
of  1976.  I'he  latter  provisions  include  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  earned  income  credit  and  the 
liberalization  of  the  requirements  for  the  mov¬ 
ing  expense  deduction. 

While  the  publication  includes  some  statistics 
on  high-income  returns  with  AGI  of  $200, ()()() 
or  more,  a  detailed  analysis  of  high-income  re¬ 
turns,  including  reasons  for  nontaxability,  is 
contained  in  a  report  to  be  issued  later  this  year 
by  the  Office  of  Tax  Analysis,  U.S.  Department 
of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.C.  20220. 

Copies  of  the  47-page  IRS  publication  198, 
stock  number  048-004-01617-6,  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  $2.25  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (Jack  Blacksin.  imer- 

NAL  REVENUE  SERVICE.  DEPARTMENT  OF  I  HE  I  REAS- 

URY,  telephone  (202)  376-0155.) 


SAMPLING  IN  VA  ANNUAL  PATIENT  CENSUS 

The  Reports  and  Statistics  Service,  Veterans 
Administration,  recently  released  a  report  enti¬ 
tled  Sampling  in  the  Veterans  Administration  An¬ 
nual  Patient  Census,  A  Statistical  Survey:  1975- 
1977.  The  report  examines  1975-1977  data  on 
the  sampling  procedure  currently  used  in  the 
VA  Annual  Patient  Census,  namely  selection  by 
terminal  digit  of  Social  Security  Number  (SSN). 

Although  the  sampling  procedure  was  found 
to  be  adequate  for  present  purposes,  some  slight 
but  significant  discrepancies  were  found  be¬ 
tween  the  observed  and  expected  number  of 
patients  sampled.  I'bese  differences  are 
hypothesized  to  be  due  to  selective  undersam- 
pling  of  patients.  Suggestions  are  made  in  the 
report  for  improving  the  current  sampling  pro¬ 
cedure. 


Single  copies  of  the  report  may  be  obtained 
from  William  Page,  Biometrics  Division 
(042A2),  Reports  and  Statistics  Service,  Veter¬ 
ans  Administration,  810  Vermont  Ave.,  N.W'., 
Washington,  D.C.  20420.  (Howard  J.  Sharon, 

REPORTS  AND  STATISTICS  SERVICE.  VE  I  ERANS  ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION,  telephone  (202)  389-2423.) 

CENSUS  BUREAU  ISSUES  NEW 
AND  REVISED  FACTFINDERS 

A  new  4-page  brochure,  CFF  No.  18  in  the 
Factfinder  for  the  Nation  series,  was  issued  in  May. 
Entitled,  “Bureau  Programs  and  Products,”  it 
displays  in  a  handy  chart  the  various  census, 
survey,  estimation,  projection,  and  analysis  ac¬ 
tivities  carried  out  in  the  Census  Bureau  and  the 
report  or  other  product  series  that  result  from 
each.  Frequency,  publication  areas,  and  exam¬ 
ples  of  data  are  shown. 

Three  other  Factfinders  have  been  updated  to 
reflect  newly  available  data.  They  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

CFF  No.  1,  “Minority  Statistics.”  calls  atten¬ 
tion  to  recent  reports  on  Black  and  Hispanic 
populations. 

CFF  No.  2,  “Availability  of  Census  Records 
About  Individuals,”  notes  the  opening  of  in¬ 
dividual  records  to  the  public  after  72  years 
have  elapsed  (thus,  the  1910  schedules  will  be 
opened  in  1982)  and  cites  new  or  revised 
source  references. 

CFF  No.  4,  “History  and  Organization,”  adds 
information  about  the  1980  census  and  the 
latest  changes  in  Bureau  organization. 

Single,  complimentary  copies  of  the  Factfin¬ 
ders  are  available  from  the  Census  History  Staff, 
Data  User  Services  Division,  Bureau  of  the  Cen¬ 
sus,  Washington,  D.C.  20233.  (Fred  Bohme, 

BUREAU  OF  IHE  CENSUS.  DEPARI  MENT  OF  COMMERCE, 

telephone  (301)  763-7337.) 

EDUCATION  DIRECTORY,  COLLEGES  AND 
UNIVERSITIES,  1978-79 

The  1978-79  edition  of  the  Education  Direc¬ 
tory,  College  and  Universities  published  by  NCES 
is  now  available.  Like  its  predecessors,  this  an¬ 
nual  publication  gives  the  location  of  each  in¬ 
stitution,  the  identification  codes,  telephone 
number,  year  established,  student  body  size, 
undergraduate  tuition,  control  or  affiliation, 
calendar  system,  highest  level  of  offering,  type 
of  program,  specific  accreditations,  and  the 
chief  administrative  officers. 
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The  Directory  covers  3,173  institutions  and 
branches,  arranged  alphabetically  within  each 
State.  Tables  at  the  front  summarize  some  of 
the  characteristics  of  the  institutions,  and  indi¬ 
cate  the  turnover  of  administrative  personnel 
from  the  previous  year.  The  appendices  give  in¬ 
formation  on  the  specific  changes  from  the 
1977-78  edition,  the  Statewide  agencies  of  post¬ 
secondary  education,  and  higher  education  as¬ 
sociations.  I'he  names  of  all  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  described  in  the  Directory  are  listed 
alphabetically  in  an  index. 

Four  out  of  five  of  the  institutions  evaluated 
as  newly  eligible  for  inclusion  in  1978-79  were 
private  2-year  colleges.  Typically,  these  colleges 
are  Southern  coeducational  institutions  that 
have  been  established  for  many  years.  They 
tend  to  be  organized  as  profit-making  and 
accredited  as  junior  colleges  of  business  by  the 
Association  of  Independent  Colleges  and 
Schools. 

The  Education  Directory,  Colleges  and  Univer¬ 
sities  is  available  in  hard  copy,  GPO  stock 
number  017-080-020-11-4,  for  $6.25  a  copy 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  It  is  also  available  on  magnetic  tape  from 
the  Data  Systems  Branch,  NCES,  Room  3033, 
400  Maryland  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20202,  telephone  (202)  245-8760. 

As  a  supplement  to  this  annual  publication, 
and  taken  from  it,  NCES  published  in  1978 
Colleges  and  Universities  Offering  Accredited  Pro¬ 
grams  by  Accreditation  Field,  Including  Selected 
Characteristics,  1977-78.  This  directory  lists  loca¬ 
tion,  enrollment  size,  control  and  level  of  in¬ 
stitution,  and  undergraduate  tuition  and  re¬ 
quired  fees  (both  in  State  and  out-of-State)  of 
the  institutions  accredited  programs  in  al¬ 
phabetic  order  within  State  for  each  accredita¬ 
tion.  It  has  been  found  useful  to  students  who 
need  to  identify  colleges  and  universities  that 
offer  specific  accredited  programs  in  a  nation¬ 
ally  accredited  field,  and  to  obtain  basic  infor¬ 
mation  about  each  of  the  institutions  of  interest. 
This  publication  can  still  be  purchased  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  stock  number 
017-080-01913-2  for  $3.50  a  copy.  (Jean 
Brandes,  national  center  for  education  statis¬ 
tics,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WEL¬ 
FARE,  telephone  (202)  472-5026.) 

OCCUPATIONAL  EDUCATION  SCHOOL 
DIRECTORY  AND  SUPPLEMENT 

The  Directory  of  Postsecondary  Schools  With  Occu¬ 
pational  Programs,  1978  provides  information  on 
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public  and  private  vocational  schools.  Informa¬ 
tion  on  each  school  includes  name  and  address, 
telephone  number,  total  enrollment,  accredita¬ 
tion,  type  and  control  of  school,  and  the  pro¬ 
grams  it  offers.  Summary  tables  are  provided,  as 
well  as  an  index  of  schools  and  an  index  of  pro¬ 
grams. 

Programs  and  Schools,  a  supplement  to  the  Di¬ 
rectory,  lists  nearly  180  occupational  programs 
offered  by  public  and  private  noncollegiate 
postsecondary  schools  and  provides  names,  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  telephone  numbers  of  schools  of¬ 
fering  each  program. 

Copies  of  the  computer  tape  for  the  Directory, 
as  described  in  the  May  1979  issue  of  Statistical 
Reporter,  may  be  purchased  from  the  Data  Sys¬ 
tems  Branch  NCES,  400  Maryland  Avenue, 
S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20202.  Copies  of  the 
printed  reports  may  be  obtained  from  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402:  The 
Directory  of  Postsecondary  Schools  With  Occupational 
Programs,  1978,  stock  number  017-080- 
01992-2,  price  $5.25;  Programs  and  Schools  Sup¬ 
plement  to  the  Directory  of  Postsecondary  Schools 
With  Occupational  Programs,  1978,  stock  number 
017-080-02026-2,  price  $7.00  (Evelyn  R.  Kay, 

NATIONAL  CENTER  FOR  EDUCATION  STATISTICS,  DE¬ 
PARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE, 

telephone  (202)  245-8340.) 


DIGEST  OF  EDUCATION  STATISTICS, 

1979  EDITION 

The  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics 
has  recently  issued  the  1979  edition  of  the  Digest 
of  Education  Statistics.  The  new  edition  is  the 
l7th  in  a  series  of  reports  initiated  by  this  office 
in  1962.  While  emphasizing  the  survey  data  and 
estimates  of  the  National  Center  for  Education 
Statistics,  the  report  utilizes  materials  from 
numerous  sources,  both  governmental  and  non¬ 
governmental,  to  provide  a  comprehensive  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  American  educational  system.  The 
Digest  contains  information  on  a  wide  variety  of 
subjects,  including  the  number  of  schools  and 
colleges,  enrollments,  teachers,  graduates,  edu¬ 
cational  attainment,  finances,  Eederal  funds  for 
education,  libraries,  international  education, 
and  research  and  development. 

In  addition  to  updating  many  of  the  statistics 
that  have  appeared  in  previous  editions,  the 
1979  Digest  contains  a  number  of  innovations. 
Included  among  the  new  elementary  and  sec¬ 
ondary  education  tables  are  the  following:  State 
data  on  public  school  enrollment,  by  race  or 
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ethnicity;  and,  a  ranking  of  the  60  largest  school 
systems  in  the  country,  ranging  in  enrollment 
from  over  1,000,000  in  New  York  City  to  55,000 
in  Portland,  Oregon.  New  data  provided  for 
higher  education  include  trends  in  the  number 
of  earned  degrees  conferred  in  mathematics, 
biological  sciences,  physical  sciences,  and  ag¬ 
riculture  and  natural  resources;  trend  data  on 
degrees  in  engineering,  by  sex;  and  a  ranking  of 
large  institutions  of  higher  education,  by  size  of 
endowment. 

In  the  past,  the  Digest  of  Education  Statistics  has 
proved  useful  to  persons  interested  in  the  na¬ 
ture  and  scope  of  education  in  the  United  States 
and  in  particular  to  those  individuals  concerned 
with  the  formulation  and  conduct  of  educa¬ 
tional  policy. 

Copies  of  the  Digest  may  be  purchased  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402  for  $5.50  a  copy,  stock  number  017- 
080-02031-9.  (W.  Vance  Grant,  national  cen¬ 
ter  FOR  EDUCATION  STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202) 

245-8511.) 

RECENT  NSF  REPORTS 

The  following  Science  Resources  Studies  High¬ 
lights  have  been  recently  issued  by  the  National 
Science  Foundation. 

“Total  Federal  R&D  Growth  Slight  in  1980 
But  Varies  by  Budget  Function”  (NSF  79-314) 
reports  on  data  taken  from  a  special  report. 
Federal  R^D  Funding  by  Budget  Function;  Fiscal 
Years  1978-80,  relating  to  the  current  budget 
period,  and  using  a  function  structure  that  dif¬ 
fers  from  earlier  NSF  function  analyses.  This 
new  analysis  is  based  on  data  provided  to  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget  by  the  agen¬ 
cies  as  background  for  Special  Analysis  L:  Re¬ 
search  and  Development  in  the  1980  budget.  Fur¬ 
ther,  detailed  program  information  is  based  on 
budget  justification  documents  of  the  leading 
R&D  support  agencies  and  information  pro¬ 
vided  directly  to  NSF  by  some  of  the  smaller 
agencies. 

“National  R&D  Spending  Expected  to  Exceed 
$57  Billion  in  1980”  (NSF  79-309)  is  a  summary 
of  more  detailed  data  to  be  published  in  Na¬ 
tional  Patterns  of  Science  and  Technology  Resources, 
1953-80.  These  data  were  compiled  from  in¬ 
formation  on  R&D  activities  collected  through 
individual  sector  surveys  conducted  by  NSF. 
These  surveys  are  part  of  a  comprehensive  pro- 
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gram  to  measure  and  analyze  the  Nation’s  re¬ 
sources  for  research  and  development. 

“Manufacturing  Industries  with  High  Con¬ 
centrations  of  Scientists  and  Engineers  Lead  in 
1965-77  Employment  Growth”  (NSF  79-307)  is 
based  on  the  results  of  a  survey  of  over  100,000 
manufacturing  establishments.  The  survey  was 
conducted  for  the  National  Science  Foundation 
by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  covered 
average  annual  employment  for  calendar  year 
1977.  These  data  are  the  most  detailed  available 
industry  and  occupation  information  on  em¬ 
ployment  of  scientists,  engineers,  and  techni¬ 
cians  in  the  manufacturing  sector.  A  portion  of 
the  analysis  compares  the  concentration  of  sci¬ 
entists  and  engineers  with  the  total  employed 
for  each  industry. 

Detailed  Statistical  Tables  are  also  available 
for: 

Characteristics  of  Doctoral  Scientists  and  Engineers 
in  the  United  States,  1977  (NSF  79-306)  and 

Federal  Support  to  Universities,  Colleges,  and 
Selected  Nonprofit  Institutions,  Fiscal  Year  1977 
(NSF  79-311). 

Copies  of  these  Science  Resources  Studies  High¬ 
lights  and  tables  are  available  from  the  Division 
of  Science  Resources  Studies,  National  Science 
Foundation,  1800  G  Street,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20550.  (Charles  E.  Falk,  division  of  sci¬ 
ence  RESOURCES  STUDIES,  NATIONAL  SCIENCE  FOUN¬ 
DATION,  telephone  (202)  634-4622.) 

HIGHWAY  STATISTICS,  1977 

Highway  Statistics,  1977  has  been  recently  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Federal  Highway  Administration, 
U.S.  Department  of  Transportation.  This  bulle¬ 
tin  is  the  33rd  in  an  annual  series  presenting 
statistical  and  analytical  tables  of  general  inter¬ 
est  on  motor  fuel,  motor  vehicles,  driver  licens¬ 
ing,  highway-user  taxation.  State  and  local 
highway  financing,  road  and  street  mileage,  and 
Federal-aid  for  highways. 

Highway  Statistics,  1977  (299  pages)  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402,  at  $5.25  per  copy,  and 
from  the  National  Technical  Information  Serv¬ 
ice,  Springfield,  Virginia  22161  on  microfiche  at 
$3.00  and  paper  copy  at  $5.25.  (James  L.  Duda, 

RESEARCH  AND  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS  ADMINISTRATION, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION,  (telephone  (202) 
426-4211.) 
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STUDIES  IN  THE  INTEGRATION 
OF  SOCIAL  STATISTICS 

The  United  Nations  Statistical  Office  recently 
released  Studies  in  the  Integration  of  Social  Statis¬ 
tics:  Technical  Report.  I'his  publication  consists  of' 
four  papers,  namely  “System  of  social  and 
demographic  statistics  (SSDS):  potential  uses 
and  usefulness,”  “Strategy  for  further  work  on 
the  framework  for  the  integration  of  social  and 
demographic  statistics,”  “Issues  and  terms  of 
reference  for  further  work,”  and  “National 
practices  and  plans  in  reporting  statistics  of 
levels  of  living”.  I  hese  papers  were  originally 
prepared  between  1974  and  1978  as  a  basis  for 
discussion,  by  the  United  Nations  Statistical 
Commission  and  other  bodies,  of  the  progress 
and  issues  in  this  evolving  field.  I  hey  have  been 


brought  together  in  the  present  publication  to 
provide  an  over-all  perspective  on  recent  na¬ 
tional  and  international  work  on  the  integration 
of  social,  demographic  and  related  economic 
statistics,  as  well  as  to  illuminate  promising  av¬ 
enues  for  further  work.  The  report  also  pro¬ 
vides  a  record  of  international  work  in  this  field 
since  the  publication  in  1975  of  Towards  a  System 
of  Social  and  Demographic  Statistics. 

Copies  of  Studies  in  the  Integration  of  Social 
Statistics:  Technical  Report  (Studies  in  Methods, 
Series  F,  No.  24,  171  pp.,  UN  Sales  No.  E.  79. 
XVI 1. 4,  SI ().{)())  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Sales  Section,  United  Nations,  New  York,  New' 
V'ork  10017.  Government  agencies  should  re- 
(juest  the  discount  to  which  they  are  entitled,  as 
it  is  not  automatically  given. 
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1979  INDEX,  JANUARY  TO  JUNE 


This  index  for  Statistical  Reporter  lists  the  arti¬ 
cles  and  news  items  which  appeared  in  the  is¬ 
sues  from  January  to  June  1979,  Nos.  79-4 
through  79-9.  The  listing  is  by  agency.  Where 
more  than  one  agency  was  involved,  the  article 
is  listed  under  each  agency. 

Agency  listings  are  under  headings:  For 
example, 

LABOR,  DEPARTMENT  OE 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Entries  are  shown  by  month  and  page.  Fea¬ 
ture  articles  are  shown  by  agency  as  well  as  in  a 
separate  section. 


Feature  Articles 


Page 


Changes  in  the  presentation  and  analysis  of  price 

movements  at  the  producer  level  (January)  .  118 

Demographic  and  social  indicator  studies;  new  needs 

and  objectives  (April) .  201 

Domestic  information  display  system  (January) .  123 

Federal  statistics,  1978  (February) .  137 

Principles  and  procedures  for  the  review  and 
maintenance  of  the  establishment  standard  indus¬ 
trial  classification  manual  (June) .  245 

Progress  report  on  implementation  of  the  GNP  data 
improvement  project  recommendations  (March)  ..  181 

Progress  report  on  the  census  bureau  state  data  cen¬ 
ter  program  (May) .  221 

Revolution  in  United  States  government  statistics, 

1926-1976  (January) .  109 

Twentieth  session  of  the  United  Nations  statistical 

commission  (June)  . . . . .  237 

Schedule  of  release  dates  for  principle  federal  eco¬ 
nomic  indicators: 

Schedule  for  February  (January)  . t....  131 

Schedule  for  March  (February) .  177 

Schedule  for  April  (March)  .  197 

Schedule  for  May  (April)  .  218 

Schedule  for  June  (May) .  233 

Schedule  for  July  (June)  .  256 


AGRICULTURE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

Economic,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service: 

Agricultural  statistics,  1978  (February)  .  167 

An  analysis  of  a  ban  on  nitrite  use  in  curing 

bacon  (May) .  231 

Changes  in  farm  production  and  efficiency, 

1977  (January) .  127 
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Do  food  stamp  and  other  customers  buy  the 

same  products  in  supermarkets?  (May) .  231 

Economic  analysis  of  solid  waste  systems  for 

rural  cities  in  the  southeast  (May)  .  231 

Farmers’  use  of  pesticides  in  1976  (February)  . .  167 

Farm  population  trends  and  farm  characteris¬ 
tics  (February)  .  167 

Housing  credit:  a  rural-urban  comparison 

(January)  .  127 

Rural  development  perspectives  (January) .  127 

Statistics  on  cotton  and  related  data,  1960-1978 

(May) .  231 

U.S.  wine  market  (February)  .  167 


COMMERCE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
Bureau  of  the  Census: 

Census  bureau  releases  results  from  the  1977 

economic  censuses  (February)  .  164 

Demographic  and  social  indicator  studies:  new 

needs  and  objectives  (March) .  201 

Domestic  information  display  system  (January)  123 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Bureau  of  the  Census:  Rameswar  P.  Chakrabarty,  for¬ 
merly  an  Associate  Professor  at  Jackson  State  University, 
has  Joined  the  Statistical  Methods  Division  staff  as  chief  of 
the  Supplements  and  One-Time  Surveys  Branch. 

George  E.  Hall,  formerly  Deputy  Director  for  Social 
Statistics,  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Stand¬ 
ards,  is  now  Associate  Director  for  Demographic  Fields. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  RESERVE 
SYSTEM 

Steven  Halbrook,  Ph.  D.  and  J.D.  from  Iowa  State,  has 
joined  the  Board’s  staff  as  an  Economist  in  the  Financial 


Structure  Section.  'Fhomas  Durkin,  formerly  a  Professor  of 
Finance  at  Pennsylvania  State  University,  has  Joined  the 
Board’s  staff  as  an  Economist  in  the  Financial  Structure 
Section.  Brian  Madigan,  Ph.D.  candidate  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  State  University,  has  Joined  the  Board’s  staff  as  an 
Economist  in  the  Government  Finance  Section.  Owen  Irv¬ 
ing,  Associate  Professor  at  Wesleyan  University,  has  Joined 
the  Board’s  staff  for  a  period  of  one  year  under  the 
Brookings  Economic  Policy  Fellowship  Program,  as  an 
Economist  in  the  National  Iticome  Section.  Steven  Braun, 
Ph.D.  candidate  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
joined  the  Board’s  staff  as  an  Economist  in  the  Wages, 
Prices  and  Productivity  Section. 
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SCHEDULE  OE  RELEASE  DATES  FOR  PRINCIPAL 
FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

September  1979 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the 
Federal  Government  are  given  below.  These  are 
target  dates  that  will  be  met  in  the  majority  of 
cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may  be  able  to  release 
data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced  by  unavoid¬ 
able  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or 
more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each 


month  covering  release  dates  for  the  following 
month.  The  indicators  are  identified  by  the  title 
of  the  releases  in  which  they  are  included;  the 
source  agency;  the  release  identification 
number  where  applicable;  and  the  Business  Con¬ 
ditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  ail  BCD  series 
included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  in¬ 
formation  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in 
publications  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 


Date 

September  4 
5 

5 

6 
6 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 


August  1979 


Subject  Data  For 

Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release), 

Census,  C-30  (69) . July- 

Open  Market  Money  Rates  and  Bond  Prices, 

Federal  Reserve  Board  (FRB),  415 . August 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  122) . Week  Ending  August  29 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508 
(85,  102,  107,  108) . Week  Ending  August  29 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  503 
(93,  94) . Week  Ending  September  5 

Plant  and  Equipment  Expenditures,  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  (BEA)  (61)  . 2Q  ’79 

Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders, 

Census,  M4-A . July 

The  Employment  Situation  (Press  release).  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  (1,  21,  37,  40-44,  91, 

340,  442,  444-448,  451-453)  . August 

Producer  Price  Indexes  (Press  release),  BLS 
(330-334)  . August 

Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release). 

Census,  BW  . July 

Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  421  (66,  113) . July 
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Dale 


Subject 


Data  For 


September  10 

11 

11 

12 

12 

13 

13 

14 

17 

17 

18 
18 
18 

19 

19 

19 

20 
20 

20 

20 

25 

26 
26 
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Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  Release), 

Census  (54) . August 

Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales, 

Census  (31,  56,  71) . July 

Quarterly  Financial  Report  for  Manufacturing  Cor¬ 
porations,  Federal  Trade  Commission . 2Q  ’79 

Crop  Production,  Agriculture  . September 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  September  5 


Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB, 

508  (85,  102,  107,  108) . Week  Ending  September  5 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  September  12 

Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  414 


(47,  73-76)  . August 

Food  Assistance  Program  Results,  Agriculture . July 

Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year 

Mortgages,  HUD  (118) . September  1 

Supply  Demand  Estimates,  Agriculture . September  1 

Personal  Income,  BEA  (223) . August 

Output,  Capacity,  and  Capacity  Utilization,  FRB, 

402  (82,  84)  . August 

Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20 
(28,  29) . August 


Gross  National  Product  (Preliminary),  BEA 
(200,205,210)  . 3Q’79 


Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  September  12 

Hogs  and  Pigs,  Agriculture . September  1 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  September  19 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508 
(102,  107,  108) . Week  Ending  September  12 


Summary  of  U.S.  International  Transactions, 

BEA  . 2Q  ’79 

Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’ 

Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release).  Census, 

M3-1  (6,  24,  25,  96,  548) . August 

Real  Earnings  (Press  release),  BLS  (341) . August 

Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release),  BLS 

(320,  322)  . August 
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Dale  Subject  Data  For 

September  26  Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury 

Bulletin  (115,  116) . July 

26  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 


FRB,  504  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  September  19 

27  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB, 

508  (85,  102,  107,  108) . .Week  Ending  September  19 

27  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  September  26 


27  Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census, 

FT-900  (602,  612)  . August 

28  Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

BLS  (2,  3,  4) . August 

28  Work  Stoppages  (Press  release),  BLS . August 

28  Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and 

Lagging  Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA . August 

28  Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture . Mid-  September 
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10  Good  Reasons 
Why  You  Should  Subscribe— 
To  Data  User  News 


1.  Continuous  Reporting  on  Plans  for 
the  1980  Census  of  Population  and 
Housing  and  the  1977  Economic 
Censuses 

2.  Descriptions  of  Major  New 
Publications  and  Computer  Tape 
Files 

3.  Announcements  of  Seminars  and 
Conferences 

4.  Descriptions  of  New  Services  for 
Data  Users 

5.  Technical  Explanations  of  Census 
Activities  and  Methodology 

Data  User  News  subscribers  also  receive  the 
1980  census  developments. 


6.  Regular  Listing  of  "Selected  New 
Publications”  -  with  Ordering 
Information 

7.  “Telephone  Contacts  for  Data  Users” 
Updated  Frequently 

8.  A  “Reader’s  Exchange”  Section  -  How 
Data  Are  Being  Used 

9.  An  Article  Index  in  June  and 
December  Issues 

10.  And  Much,  Much  More 

1980  Census  Update,  a  quarterly  publication  covering 
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